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PRINTED AN 


9prn Concress, Ist Session. 
——_—— a en 


cause the tenth volume of the Laws of the United | 


sites to be revised and printed; which was agreed 


0 REVOLUTIONARY PENSION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL attempted to get ina motion 
to rescind the order by which the House had de- 
yzrmined to dispose of the Louisiana land bill to- 
doy, his desire being to take up the District bank 
il but, after some conversation, a motion was 
made to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; which was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


Mr. Weer in the chair.) 

The committee took up the revolutionary pen- 
sion bill, the pending amendment to which was 
that offered by Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, to extend 
the provisions of the bill to the soldiers of aur 
Indian wars; which amendment Mr. Smirtn, of 
Iilinois, had moved to amend. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

The question recurred on the amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Kentucky. And, 
upon this question tellers were appointed, who 
reported—ayes thirty-nine, noes not counted. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. COLES moved to amend, by adding a pro- 
viso to the effect that the pcasions granted by the 
foregoing act be applied only to widows in indi- 
gent circumstances. ; 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, offered an 
amendment, the object of which was to make the 
provisions'of this act apply to recent applications, 
but not to applications pending already before the 
Commissioner. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY inquired of the gentleman by 
whom the bill had been reported, whether it was 
his intention to move an additional section, pro- 
viding for the payment of the pensions therein 
granted. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, replied that it 
would be difficultat present toascertain the amount 
that would be required. The sum required, how- 
ever, for the payment of pensions to the widows 
of revolutionary officers and soldiers still unpro- 
vided for, would not be very large. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House. 

LAND CLAIMS. 

The committee then proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the bill to provide fur the adjustment 
of land claims in Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
and part of Mississippi, Alabama, &c. 

Mr.C. JOHNSON resumed and concluded his 
remarks (commenced on a former day) in oppo- 
sion to the bill. 

Mr. SLIDELL replied to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, setting forth the object contemplated | 
by the bill, and the reasons ataes had induced 
the committee of the House, as well as the select 
committee in the Senate, to report favorably upon 
it. The bill was intended to open the tribunals 
of the United States, so that individuals might | 
litigate their claims to lands which were also 
clamed by the Government. He spoke at length 
through his hour in explanation of the case pre- | 
sented to the House, and in defense of the bill. 

Mr. VINTON next obtained the floor, and | 
addressed the committee in opposition to the bill; 
and, in conclusion, proposed an amendment, by 
way of proviso, at the end of the first section, 
that the bill should not embrace any claim that 
had been barred by any act of Congress, or that 
had been declared by any act of Congress to be 
null and void. 

Mr. WHITE replied to the remarks of the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. ere and those 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. C. Joun- 
s0N,] and advocated the adoption of a measure 
forthe adjudication and settlement of these claims. 
Mr. CROSS followed in support of the meas- 
ure, 

Mr. LEONARD offered the following proviso: 

Provided, That all persons having claims for spoliations 
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on the French Government, prior to the year 1809, shall |! 


have the same right to prosecute this Government, as pro- 
vided by this act, and under similar restrictions. 

Mr. L., in a few brief remarks, urged the adop- 
tion of this proviso. 


it 


— 


INVENTORY OF PROPERTY. 
The House joint resolution providing for the 


| more perfect accountability and security of the 


| 


public property, was taken up, read twice, and 


The hour fixed by resolution of the House for || referred to the Committee on Finance. 


terminating debate in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union having arrived, the com- || 
mittee proceeded to vote upon the pending amend- 


ments. The first was that offered by Mr. Viv- || 


TON, as stated above. 
On this question the vote, taken by tellers, 
was—ayes 70, noes 47. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. VINTON, the bill was fur- | 
ther amended. \| 
Mr. C. JOHNSON then proposed a proviso to | 
disqualify persons from suing the Government | 
by virtue of this act, unless such persons were || 
entitled under grants prior to 1805. | 
The amendment was negatived, as were also || 
some other amendments which he proposed. 
Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, moved to strike | 
out the third section; on which the vote was— | 
ayes 40, noes 37; being less than a quorum. 
The committee then rose, and reported that fact 
to the House. 
The House then adjourned, 


JAMES DUFFY. 


The engrossed bill forthe relief of James Duffy 
was read the third time, and passed. 


PENSIONS TO WIDOWS. 


The engrossed bill for continuing the pensions 
of certain widows wasalso read the third time, and 


|| passed. 


THE COPPER ROCK. 


The joint resolution concerning the copper rock 
of Lake Superior was next taken up on its third 


| reading. 


Mr. TAPPAN asked what use this rock would 
be to the Government. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained that it was a 
great natural curiosity, which it was desirable to 
have in the public collection. 


Mr. TAPPAN did not see upon what grounds 


| the necessity of this resolution was based. The 
|| rock was private property, improperly seized by 
|| the Secretary of War; and the owner could re- 


|| cover it by law, without requiring Congress to 


The following petition was presented to-day, under the 
rule: 


By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of John McLaughlin, 
Augustus Troxel, Thomas Murnane, and others, citizens 
of Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to ad- | 
mit Texas as a Territory of the United States. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 31, 1844. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Ben- 
jamin St. Brair, praying for remuneration for | 
provisions furnished to the United States troops 
under contract when they went to protect the | 
Santa Fé traders; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs. | 

Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial from Dr. || 
Ninian Pinkney, of the Navy, in relation to his | 


rank in the Navy; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 





Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Mary | 
Anne Morris, praying for a pension; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial from 
Missouri, numerously signed, asking for the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. RIVES presented the memorial of Mary 
Roberts, widow of John Roberts, a soldier of the 
Revolution, asking for a pension; which was re- | 


ferred to the committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 

Also, amemorial and the proceedings of a large 
meeting held in Clarke county, Virginia, in favor 
of the annexation of Texas to the United States; 
which were laid on the table. 


ROBERT MILLS. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE reported, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, the memorial of Robert 
Mills, and moved that they be discharged from 
its consideration, and that the report be printed. 
The committee was discharged accordingly, and 
the report ordered to be printed. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. PHELPS called to the recollection of the 
Senate that this was the day appointed for the 
consideration of the resolution of adjournment; 
and he hoped the subject would be disposed of at 


once. 

Mr. TAPPAN remarked that there was avery 
thin attendance in the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON (from his seat) requested 
the Senator would let the vote be taken. 

The Senate joint resolution, amended by the 
House, which struck out the 29th of May, and 
inserted the 17th of June, for the day of adjourn- 
ing Congress sine die, was accordingly taken up, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 


recognize the act of a public officer for which he 
was himself accountable. Itcould have no other 


object than to screen him from the consequences 
of his own ill-advised act. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained thatthis course 


|| was satisfactory to the claimant, 


The yeas and nays being called forand ordered 


|| on the passage of the resolution, were taken, and 


resulted—yeas 21, nays 15. 
So the resolution was passed. 


WILLIAM BROWN. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the bill granting 
a pension to William Brown was taken up, con- 
sidered, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 
ADAMS & COQ. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the bill fo? the relief 
of Benjamin Adams & Co., and others, was taken 
up, considered, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

WESTERN HARBORS BILL. 


On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the harbor 
bill making appropriations forcertain harbers and 
rivers (usually called the western harbors bill) was 
taken up for consideration asin Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. EVANS wished to have some amendment 
made in the phraseology of the appropriation for 
Buffalo harbor, so as to prevent its being con- 
strued into a limitation of the right of the Secre- 
tary of War and topographical corps to choose 
the mode of improvement most conducive to the 
present interest. 

Messrs. WOODBRIDGE and MOREHEAD 
assured the Senator from Maine that. the object 
he had in views was best accomplished by letting 
the phraseology stand as it was. 

r. WRIGHT said that, for the very moderate 

appropriation made to improve the present hare 
pete the wording of the bill was just what it ought 
to be. 
Mr. EVANS wished for time to consult some 
communications he had received on the —— 
and on his motion the bill was postponed till to~ 
morrow. 


THE TARIFF. 


The unfinished business being then in order, 
the resolutions of the Finance Committee to post- 
pone indefinitely Mr. McDurrie’s bill for restor- 
ing the tariff to the standard of the compromise 
act, were taken up. , 

Mr.McDUFFIE, in continuation ofhisremarks 
of yesterday, addressed the Senate for two hours, 
recapitulating the  segr of his arguments from 
the beginning of the debate, and meeting all the. 
points of opposition with which they had been 
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essailed by his opponents. 
McD. brought forward a 
had not, in this discussion, before alluded, though 
he had urged it on former occasions, but which 
he now regarded as of paramount importance. 
He alluded to the principle involved in the pro- 
tective policy of destruction to the republican insti- 
tutions of this Confederacy. Mr. McD. explained 
at great length his views of the workings and con- 
sequences of this principle, and appealed to the 
friends of those institutions to avert the calamities 
which their subversions must sooner or later 
occasion. 

Mr. CHOATE, for purposes of explanation, 
next obtained the floor, and addressed the Senate 
for an our and a half, in answer to remarks made 
by the Senator from South Carolina, in reference 
to Massachusetts and the speech he had made some 
aix weeks ago on this question. 

Mr. McDUFFIE, in explanation, again ob- 
tained the floor,and spoke for about half an hour 
in reply to the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cuoarte.} 

Mr. CHOATE further explained, as did also 
Mr. McDUFFIE. 

Mr. BAGBY, in reference to remarks which 
fell from the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Cuoare,] defined the grounds he had taken in his 
speech, with regard to the change of policy, in 
consequence of.the change of interests, which had 
taken place in Massachusetts since 1824. 

Mr. BATES expressed his own desire to reply 
to/such comments as the Senator from South Car- 


In conclusion, Mr. 


olina had addressed to his speech on the present | 


question; but atthe same time yielded tothe wishes 
of his friends around him in not protracting the 
debate. He therefore contented himself with reit- 
erating the positions he had assumed. 

Mr. EVANS invoked the Senate to allow the 
question to be taken, 

Mr. McDUFFIE sugzested that there could be 
no necessity for taking the question on the reso- 
lutions reported from the Committee on Finance, 
as the question of jurisdiction was one which he 
had not argued at any length. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to see the ques- 
tion taken directly on the bill, 

The PRESIDENT explained that the second 
resolution was on its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not see the propriet 
of any other course than a direct vote on the bill. 

Mr. WHITE. preferred a direct vote on the 
bill, and pointed out the course of the Senate a 
few days ago in relation to a case in point, when 
the vote was taken on the indefinite postponement 
of a bill, and not on the adoption of a resolution 
from a committee, 

Mr. ARCHER hoped the question would be 
taken on the resolutions of the committee; he 
wished to have a test vote of the Senate on the 
question of jurisdiction. 

Mr. CRIPTENDEN would make no further 
objection 

Mr. MERRICK desired to see the test vote 
taken directly on the tariff question, That test 
could not be taken on these resolutions, and it 
would give grounds for the allegation that the 
Senate blinked the question of the tariff. It was 
on the tariff he desired to have the test vote, 

Mr. McDUFFIE offered (if the committee’s 
resolutions were withdrawn) to substitute a res- 
olution himself, which would give the gentleman 
an opportunity of having the test vote on the 
subject of the tariff. 

r. ALLEN removed all difficulty by moving 
an amendment to the resolution, so that the test 
vote desired might be taken on his amendment. 

The original resolutions submitted by the Com- 
mittee on Finance were as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the bill entitled “ A bill to revive the act 
of thé 2d of March, 1833, usually called the compromise 
act, and to modify the existing duties upon foreign imports 
in conformity with its provisions,” is a bill for raising rev- 
enue within the meaning of the seventh section of the first 
article of the Constitution, and cannot therefore originate 
in the Senate: Therefore, 

Resolved, That it be indefinitely postponed. 

The amendment submitted by Mr. Auten, be- 
ing to strike out all after the word * that,”’ in the 
first line of the first resolution, and insert, ** the 
duties imposed on importations by existing laws 
are unjust and oppressive, and ought to be re- 
pealed.”’ 

On this amendment, Mr. EVANS called for the 
yeas and nays. 
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taken resulted—yeas 18, nays 25; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Atchison, Bagby, Benton, Breese, 
Fairfield, Fulton, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Lewis, 
McDuffie, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Tappan, Woodbury, and 
Wrigit—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buch- 
anan, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Fran- 


cis, Henderson, Huntington, Jarnagin. Mangum, Merrick, 


Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—235. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The question then recurred on the original res- 


olutions proposed by the Committee on Finance; 
and the yeas and nays having been called for, and 


ordered, were taken, and resulted—yeas 33, nays 1 


4; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atchison, Bagby, Bar- 
row, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, 
Clayton, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, Hannegan, 
Henderson, Huntington, Jarnagin, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Niles, Porter, Rives, Semple, Simmons, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge, and Wright—33. 


NAYS—Messrs. Haywood, Huger, McDuffie, and Wood- 
bury—4. 


So the first resolution was adopted. 


The second resolution was adopted without any 
call for a division by yeas and nays. 
The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, May 31, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to present a memo- 
rial from certain citizens of Pennsylvania, in 
which the memorialists respectfully represent that 
they are oo to the facility of access which 
the naturalization laws, as they at present stand, 
afford to aliens for the attainment of the rights 
and privileges of citizenship, The prayer of the 
memorial is, that the naturalization laws may be 
so altered as to require a residence of twenty-one 
years. He presented the petition in this formal 
manner, and not in the ordinary way, by laying 
it on the Clerk’s table; because it related to a sub- 
ject of considerable importance, and upon which 
there was a considerable difference of opinion; 
and because he was willing to afford to the peti- 
uioners, who were unknown to him, the satisfac- 
tion of having their petition brought pointedly to 
the notice of the House; but, at the same time, 
he would remark that he did not wish to be un- 
derstood as holding himself bound in any manner 
to support the prayer of the petition, He moved 
that the memorial be referred to the Judiciary 
Committee, 

Mr. HAMMETT moved that it be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. MURPHY demanded the yeas and seri 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 128, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, 
Barringer, Benton, Bidlack, Boyd, Brengle, Brinkerhoff, 
Brodhead, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Shepherd Cary, Carroll, Reuben 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Clinch, Clinton, Coles, 
Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. 
Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Dellett, Dickey, Dillingham, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Farlee, Ficklin, Foot, Foster, 
Frencb, Goggin, Willis Green, Byram Green, Grider, Hale, 
Hamlin, Hammett, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hop- 
kins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll 
Irvin, Jenks, Cave Jolinson, Perley LB. Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, 
Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClel- 
land, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Mose- 
ley, Murphy, Nes, Newton, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, 
Payne, Pettit, Peyton, Pollock, Purdy, Rathbun, Charles, 
M. Reid, David 8. Reid, Reding, Kelfe, Rhett, Ritter, 
Russell, St. John, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Senter, 
Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
John Stewart, Stone, Strong, Summers, Sykes, Thomas- 
son, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, Weller, Went- 
worth, Wethered, White, Williams, Woodward, Joseph 
A. Wright, and Yost—128. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Causin, Clingman, Col- 
lamer, Cranston, Deberry, Giddings, Grinnell, Hudson, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Marsh, Mclivaine, 
Morse, Pheenix, Elisha R. Potter, Pratt, Rodney, Rogers, 
Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Vance, Vinton, and Winthrop— 
26 


The memorial was laid upon the table. 
CAPTAIN JAMES LOWE. 


Mr. HOUSTON moved a suspension of the 
rules, that the House might resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whule, for the purpose, he in- 
timated, of taking up the bill to reduce and grad- 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
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|| introduced a joint resolution authorizing Ca 
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| 
| Mr. SYKES, from the Committee on 


| 








uate the price of public lands. Th i 
withdrawn, however, at the Tequent _ ™ 


Mr. NEWTON, who, by unanimous consent 


tain 
and; 
ume, 


| James Lowe to assign a certain section of 
which resolution was read a first and second 
| ordered to be engrossed, and passed. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Enrolled 


xamined 
SPoSition 


| Bills, reported that the committee had e 
_ an enrolled bill (No. 375) directing a di 

of the charts of the survey of the coast, and a 
joint resolution (No. 32) authorizing the corpora. 
| tion of Baltimore to use a building of the United 
| States at Lazaretto Point. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate in- 
forming the House that the Senate had concurred 
in the amendment of the House to the resolution 
of the Senate fixing a day for the adjournment 
of Congress, 

They have concurred in the resolution of the 

| House (of the 26th February last) amending the 
19th joint rule. ’ 

They have passed bills of the following titles: 

A bill for the relief of William De Buys, late 
postmaster at New Orleans; 

An act to continue the pensions of certain wid- 
ows; and 


An act granting a pension to James Duffy, 
VIRGINIA CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. NEWTON, by leave, presented a minor. 
ity report from the Committee of Elections, in 
the case of Botts vs. Jones. 

Mr. HAMLIN inquired what the resolution 
was with which the report concluded ? 

Mr. NEWTON was understood to say that 
there was no resolution appended to the report. 
He then moved that the report of the minority be 
laid upon the table, and be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to take up the re- 
port of the majority, and concur in it, inasmuch 
as the minority had come to the same conclusion 
as the majority, that the matter might be ended, 

Mr. VANCE hoped the day would be devoted 
to private bills, to which it belonged. The Sen- 
ate had agreed to the resolution fixing the 17th 
of June for the adjournment of Congress, and 
this day, probably, would be the last that could 
be devoted to private bills; and hence he hoped 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee 
would not prevail. 

Messrs. DROMGOOLE, NEWTON, SUM- 
MERS, DAVIS of Indiana, HAMLIN, and 
WHITE, made some observations. 

The question was then stated to be on taking 
up the subject. 

Mr. VANCE called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 101, nays 66; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Arrington, Atkinson, 
Bayly, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, James A. Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, William J. Brown, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Shepherd Cary, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Reuben Chapman, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Dana, Dan- 
iel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dillingham, Doug- 
las, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster, 
French, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hoge, Hop- 
kins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave John- 
son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kirkpatrick, La- 
branche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, Mathews, 
McCauslen, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 
Joseph Morris, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Payne, Pollock, 
Emery D. Potter, Purdy, David S. Reid, Reding, Ritter, 
Roberts, Russell, St. John, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, 
David L. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, Robert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, 
Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thomp;on, Tibbatts, Tucker, Wel- 
ler, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, Joseph A. Wright, 
and Yost—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, Barnard, 
Brengle, Jeremiah Brown, Milton Brown, Buffington, Car- 
roll, Causin, Clinch, Clingman, Cranston, Darragh, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Florence, 
Fout, et Grinnell, Grider, Harper, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Per- 
ley B. Johnson, Andrew Kennedy,John P. Kennedy, Dan- 
| iel P. King, Melivaine, Morse, Nes, Newton, Peyton, 
Phenix, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Rodney, Ro- 
| 





gers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Albert Smith, 
| Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, 
Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, White, Win- 
| throp, and William Wright—66. 


So the motion to proceed to the consideration 
of the subject was agreed to. 
The Clerk read the resolution reported by the 


1844 


majorit 
titled to 
Mr. $s 
sideratic 
the mind 
case be 
roceed t 
yndersta 
minority 
clusion | 
him it ¥ 
should 

dence. 
with the 
but thet 
cation 
affect th 
States. 
of yote: 
gdmiss' 
prescr! 
pugato 
United 
to citz 
cjuizen 
the la’ 
would 
and ot 
Engla 
all cole 
he hat 
have é 
sequel 
Shel 
Mr 
was ¢ 
for co 
to be 
Mr 

of thi 
other 
evide 
mony 

men 
had « 
from 
he sé 
cisic 

of tl 
M 

und 
tend 
dete 
jon 

ity 

N 

que 
thal 
frot 

as | 

ii 

ext 

hat 

wil 

the 

vO 














po 


be 


pr 





ate in. 
curred 
lution 
NnMent 


of the 
ng the 


titles; 
8, late 


n wid- 
y, 


ninor- 
ns, in 


lution 


y that 
eport, 
ity be 


1@ res 
much 
usion 
nded, 
voted 
Sen- 
W7th 
, and 
sould 
oped 


PSSC 


UM- 


and 
king 


,and 
ed— 


nson, 
lack, 
Burt, 
yhap- 
Dan- 
Joug- 
ster, 
Hop- 
‘ford, 
john- 
, La- 


1844. 


majority, which declared J. W. Jones to be en- 
titled to his seat. 
Mr. SCHENCK moved that the further con- | 
sideration of the ane of the majority and of 
the minority of the Committee of Elections in this 
case be postponed until roe next. Mr. S. 
roceeded to remark that, in order to get a full | 
ynderstanding of the grounds upon which the | 
minority of the committee had come to the con- 
clusion to which they had arrived, it seemed to 
him it was absolutely necessary that gentlemen i} 
should have an opportunity of examining the evi- | 
dence. The minority, it was true, had concurred | 
with the decision of the majority in its final result; | 
hut there remained a question regarding the quali- || 
fcation of votes, the decision of which would | 
affect the gas of the election in many of the 
States. He had concurred in excluding the class 
of votes excluded by the majority, because the 
admission of such votes (under the qualifications 
prescribed by the States) would be rendering 
nugatory the power granted to the Congress of the 
United States—the States being permitted toadmit 
to citizenship those who were not-recognized as 
citizens in every respect, and particularly under 
the laws of the United States. It was true, it 
would cut off thousands of voters in Michigan 
and other States; and he would say to his New || 
England friends that it would cut off the votes of | 
allcolored persons. Ifthe kind of votes to which | 
he had referred were allowed, Mr. Botts would 
have a majority of three or four votes, and con- 
sequently be entitled to the seat; but being ex- 
cluded, Mr. Jones had a majority. | 
| 









' 
} 





Mr. HAMLIN inquired whether Mr. Botts 
was aware that the subject had been appointed 
forconsideration this day, and whether he desired 
to be heard. 

Mr. SCHENCK replied that the consideration 
of the subject had not been assigned for to-day, | 
other than the question as to the printing of the 
evidence. He was in favor of printing all the testi- || 
mony, because he was willing that other gentle- i| 
men should have the opportunity which he had || 
had of examining it. He thought the gentleman || 
from Virginia [My. Newron] was mistaken when || 
he said that Mr. Botts was satisfied with the de- | 
cision of the minority of the committee; with that | 
of the majority he certainly was not. 

Mr. Ni W'TON said perhaps he had been mis- | 
understood in what he had said. What he in- | 
tended to say was, that he believed it was the 
determination of Mr. Botts to abide by the decis- 
ion of the minority, being satisfied that the minor- 
ity had done what they believed to be justice. | 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he did not understand the 
question decided by the committee in regard to 
that class of voters alluded to by the gentleman 
from Ohio as necessarily bringing up the question 
as to whether that class of voters in Michigan, 
Illinois, and other States, should be admitted or | 
excluded. He held that any State of this Union 
had a right to prescribe the qualification of voters 
within such State; and that this House had not 
the power to reject a member elected by such 
voters, 

The question being put upon the motion for 
postponement, it was carried. 

The question for the printing of the testimony 
being next in order, 

On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the motion to | 
print was'laid on the table. 


LAND CLAIMS. 


Mr. VANCE moved that the House proceed 
to the consideration of the business on the Speak- 
er’s table. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved a suspension of the 
rules, that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; | 
which motion taking precedence, 

Mr. VANCE demanded the yeas and nays | 
upon it, and they were ordered; and, being taken, 
resulted—yeas 104, nays 76; as follows: 





| 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Barringer, | 
Bayly, Belser, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, 
James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepherd Cary, 
Reuben Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Dana, 
Darragi, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Dickinson, Dillingham, Douglas, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Dunlap, Ellis, Farlee, Ficklin, French, Goggin, Willis 
Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Henley, Her- 
tick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubbell, Hughes, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Perley B, Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George 
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W. Jones, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Lucas, McCausien | ihe Clerk read the bil ordingly. 
McClelland, McConnell, MeKay, Joseph Morris, Newton, ¢ bill accord g'y, 











Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, 
Emery D. Potter, Purdy, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rit- || 


| ter, Roberts, Senter, Thomas IH. Seymour, David L. Sey- 


mour, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, | 


| Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Strong,Taylor, Thoim- 


asson, ‘Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, Williams, and Woodward—104. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar- 


|| nard, Boyd, Brengle, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Carroll, 


Causin, Clinginan, Cotlamer, Cranston, Cross, Daniel, Gar- 
rett Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Florence, Foot, 
Foster, Giddings, Grinnell, Grider, Harper, Hays, Hudson, | 
Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. | 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Andrew Ken- || 
nedy, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Lyon, Maclay, || 
Marsh, Mathews, McCielland, McIlvaine, Morse, Moseley, |} 
Murphy, Phenix, Poilock, Preston, Ramsey, Charles 4 
} 
' 


teed, Rodney, kogers, Russell, Sample,Saunders,Schenck, 
Severance, Simons, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Sum- 
mers, Tilden, ‘l'yler. Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, 
White, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. Wright, an 
Yost—76, 

The House then resolved itself into the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
(Mr. Wetter in the chair,) and resumed the | 
consideration of the bill to provide for the adjust- || 
ment of land claims in the States of Missouri, || 
Arkansas, Louisiana, &c. 1] 

The pending question when the committee rose | 
yesterday, was on the motion of Mr. Cuapman, | 
of Alabama, to strike out the third section. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
eighth section; to which Mr. Stipe, who had || 
the bill in charge, assented. 

Tellers were demanded; and Messrs. C. Joun- 
son and BrenG.e were appointed, and they re- 
ported—ayes 55, noes 45; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN said there was evidently a | 
quorum present, and he requested gentlemen to 
vote either on one side or the other. 

The tellers again took the vote; and they re- | 
ported—ayes sixty-three, noes not counted. | 

So the section was stricken out. | 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 





} 
| 
} 


LOSSES BY MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the commit- || 
tee proceeded to the consideration of the bill || 
making appropriation for the pay for horses lost | 
in the Florida war by Missouri volunteers. 

Mr. H. moved an amendment, the object of 
which, together with that of the bill itself, he 
explained. | 
Mr. JAMESON also made a few remarks in || 

| 
| 
| 





favor of the bill. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Some unimportant amendments were ovens 
and disposed of, and the bill was debated by 
Messrs. JONES of Tennessee, COLES, COBB, 
HARALSON, and some others. 
The hour of two o’clock, which had been fixed | 
to terminate debate, having arrived, the commit- | 





tee proceeded to vote upon the pending amend- 
ments; but it was found that, of the members | 
present, there was less than a quorum, 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee | 
rose and reported that fact to the House. 

Mr. HARALSON moved that there be a call 
of the House. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Clerk pro- | 
ceeded to call the roll. 

There were one hundred and twenty-nine gen- | 
tlemen found to be present, and further proceed- 
ings under the call were dispensed with. 

he House again resolved itself into the Com- | 

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and | 
resumed the business which was under consider- 
at’ 1 when thecommittee rose, and after disposing 
of some amendments, that bill was laid aside, to 
be reported to the House. 


NAVY-YARD AT MEMPHIS. 


Mr. ASHE moved that the committee take up | 
the bill to establish a navy-yard at Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Tellers were called for; and Messrs. Asne and 
Hara.son were appointed, and they reported— 
ayes 56, noes 51; being less than a quorum. 

Another count was taken, and resulted—ayes 
64, noes 46; still no quorum voting. 

As it was evident a quorum was in the House, 
a third count took place, and resulted—ayes 76, | 
noes 40. 

So the committee agreed to take up the bill 
designated. 
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Mr. THOMPSON proposed a substitute for 
the bill, by which it was designed that the Pres- 
ident of the United States should be empowered 
to appoint a naval officer of the rank of a post 
captain, an Officer of the corps of engineers, &c., 
to make a survey of the river Mississippi, and 
select a site fora naval depot. He admitted the 
importance of a naval depot on the Mississippi 
river, but he did not deem Memphis the best loca- 
tion, inasmuch as she was situated about one 
thousand miles from the Gulf of Mexico, for 
whose protection the western naval station was 
intended, and as the depth of water, at some por- 
tions of the year, near Memphis, was so low as 
to endanger navigation for vessels of a large class. 

The amendment was opposed by Mr.C, JOHN- 
SON. 

It was further debated by Messrs. SMITH of 
Illinois, CROSS, PARMENTER, J. R. INGER- 
SOLL, and DAWSON. 

Mr. HAMMETT desired to address the com- 
mittee; but not having at hand certain documents 
which he required, he gave way to a motion that 


| the committee rise; which was carried. 


So the committee rose, and reported tothe House 
the bill concerning Louisiana land claims, the 
widuws’ pension bill, and the bill for the repay- 
ment of losses sustained by the Missouri volun- 
teers; and that they had, as yét, come to no con- 
clusion on the bill to establish a navy-yard at 
Memphis. 

The House then adjourned. 


The following petitions, presented to-day, wer anded 
to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Joseph F. Jen- 
nings and others, of Wayne, Maine, for a post route, and 
for a post office at North Wayne. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of twenty-two citi- 
zens of Columbus, Ohlo, praying for the passage, by the 
House of Representatives, of the Senate bill to reduce the 

ostage. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of James H. Clark, & 
purser in the Navy of the United States, praying relief upon 


| sundry items arising from suspensions. disallowances, and 


unsettled claims, originating in the adjustment of his public 
accounts ; which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, June 1, 1844. 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senxte two 


executive communications: one from the Treasury 
Department, in reference to substitdting gas for 
oil in light-houses; and the other from the Navy 
Department, relative to improvement in the navy- 
yard at Pensacola. The former was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and the latter to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. BENTON presented a petition from citi- 


of Jackson district, in that State, may not be re- 
moved; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, 

Also, a petition from citizens of Missouri, 
praying for the removal of the circuit court from 
St. Louis to Jefferson City, in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Philadelphia, ask- 
ing for such alteration in the naturalization laws 
as will require from all foreigners, desirous of 
becoming citizens of the United States, a resi- 
dence of twenty-one years after their declaration 
of becoming such, before they can be admitted 
to the same political privileges as mative citizens, 

Mr. B. observed that, whilst it always afforded 
him pleasure to comply with the request of any 
portion of his constituents, he felt himself con- 
strained, by a sense of duty, to declare that he 
could not advocate the prayer of the memorial- 
ists. He was opposed to any change in the nate 
uralization laws, and could not consent that a 
foreigner should be compelled to remain in this 
country so long a period as twenty-one years, 
after declaring his intention to become a citizen 
of the United States, before he could carry his 
intention into execution. The memorialists are 
anxious that this question should be decided with 
as little delay as possible; aud he thought there 
were imperative reasons why this should be done. 
He would, therefore, move the reference of the 
memoria] to the Judiciary Committee, with the 


| zens of Missouri, requesting that the land office 
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expression of a strong desire that they might re- 
port upon it with as little delay as possible. 
It wes accordingly referred. 


JAMES WILSON. 
Vir. DAYTON, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings, reported back the petition of James 


Wilson, with a report adverse to the prayer of the 
petition, 





CAPTAIN JAMES LOWE. 


The joint resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing Captain James Lowe to 


assign a certain section of land, was read twice, | 


and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
BILLS PASSED. 


The two following engrossed bills were each 
read the third time and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams & Co., 
and others; and 

A bill for the relief of William Brown. 


THE HARBOR BILLS. 


The general orders brought up, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill making appropria- 
tions for certatn harbors and rivers, (the western 
harbors bill,) as the postponed business of yester- 
dey, the question pending being on Mr. Evans’s 
emendment to change the pomeeeey of the ap- 
propriation of $40,900 for Buffalo harbor. 

Mr. EVANS wished that the bill would be 
passed over informally,as he had not yet acquired 
the information necessary to satisfy him that his 
amendment could be dispensed with. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said the bill as it stood 
satisfied himself and his colleague that the change 
of phraseology suggested should not be made. 


every one else should be. 


best advantage for the public interest. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the question would 
be taken now. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE was opposed to the 
amendment, and hoped it would not pass. 

Mr. EVANS handed a letter he had received 


from the collector of the port, and requested it | 


would be read. 


The letter was read, describing the modes of | 
mmproving the harbor, and recommending one | 
which he conceived most conducive to the general 


interests of the lake commerce. 
Mr. TAPPAN considered this a new propo- 


sition, which would lead to vast expense; and 


from his knowledge of the localities, he showed | 


that its ultimate success was altogether doubtful. 
Mr. EVANS had no intention to favor any plan 
in particular, his object being to leave the matter 


open to the judgment of the Secretary of War || 


and topographical corps of engineers. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained minutely the object 
and advantages of disposing of the appropriation 
exactly as proposed by the bill, and showed that 
no other mode could be equally advantageous 
under existing circumstances. 

After a few further remarks from Messrs. 


ADAMS and HENDERSON, the amendment 


was rejected. 
Mr. WRIGHT, though entertaining very little 
hope of success, seeing the determination of the 


Senate not to return the bill to the House, felt | 


himself impelled, by a sense of duty, to offer an 
amendment to insert an appropriation of $10,000 
for the removal of obstrucuons to the navigation 
of the mouth af the Genesee river, in the State of 
New York, which forms the harbor for Rochester 
city, on Lake Ontario, and is of great importance 
to that city. 

Mr. WHITE concurred in the importance and 
propriety of such appropriation, but hoped no 
amendment would be made to the bill, which, at 
this late period of the session, would cause it to 
be sent back to the House, and thereby endanger 
its passage, 

Mr. MOREHEAD and Mr. WOODBRIDGE, 


for the same reasons, hoped the amendment would | 


not prevail. 
The amendment was rejected. 


The bill was then reported back to the Senate || 


without amendment, and read the third time. 
On the question, Shall the bill pass? 
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which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 32, nays 
6; as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Francis, Fulton, Hannegan, Henderson, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Merrick, Miller, Muore- 
head, Porter, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Up- 
ham, White, Woodbridge, and Wright—32. 

NAYS—Measrs. Archer, Atherton, Colquitt, Haywood, 
Huger, and McDuffie—6. 


So the western harbors bill was passed. 
On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the other 


_ harbor bill, also entitled ‘‘A bill making appro- 


priations for certain harbors and rivers,’’ (com- 
monly called the eastern or Atlantic harbor bill,) 
was taken up for consideration as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to amend the bill by 
aes an appropriation of $20,000 for improv- 
ing the harbor of Baltimore. He was surprised 
to find that a harbor of such importance, and as 
well entitled to a continuation of the expenditure 
of the Government for the benefit of commerce, 
had been so totally overlooked and passed by, as 
the harbor of Baltimore was. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON had acted by the instruc- 
tion of the Committee on Commerce in reporting 
the bill without amendment. 

Mr. MERRICK could see no reason or justice 
in neglecting to make an equitable appropriation 
for improving the harbor of Baltimore. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE defended the Committee 
on Commerce from the charge of injustice. 

Mr. MERRICK had not charged it upon the 
committee. His object was to enforce the justice 


|| of this amendment. 


Mr. HENDERSON saw no propriety in the 


Mr. EVANS did not concur in the idea that, apprehensions of sending back these bills to the 


because the Senators of the State were satisfied, || 
He wanted time to | 
make inquiry of the chief the Bureau of Engineers, | 
as to the mode of expending the money to the | 


House, with such amendments as it was the pre- 
rogative of the Senate to make. There were yet 
fifteen days of the session unexpired; and expe- 
rience had proved that great numbers of bills 
could be passed within four days of the adjourn- 
ment, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to know whether 
the appropriations in the bill were based upon 
specific estimates. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON understood them to be 
based on the estimates of the Departments. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN contended that they ought 
to have been specific estimates. He wished to 
see the necessity and probable cost of each im- 
provement specifically stated. The bill might as 
well be ‘*a bill for improving the harbors of the 


| United States’’—giving any conceivable latitude 
'| for the expenditure of the sum appropriated, as 


the bill now under consideration, which was not 
confined to specifications. _ 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. 
MERRICK, HUNTINGTON, HENDERSON, 
SEVIER, &c. 

The yeas and nays having been called by Mr. 
Meraick, and ordered, were taken; and resulted 
—yeas 14, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Berrien, Buchanan, Crittenden, 
Francis, Henderson, Huntington, Johnson, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Semple, Sevier, and Woodbury—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Atchison, Atherton, Barrow, 
Bates, Benton, Choate, Clayton, Colquitt, Evans, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Jarnagin, Lewis, McDuffie, 
Niles, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, and Woodbridge—23. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON moved to amend the bill by 


| inserting an appropriation of $1,000 for examin- 
|| ing the obstructiohs to the navigation of the river 
| La Fourche, in the State of Louisiana. 


The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DAYTON, with great misgivings of the 
success of the motion he should make, but none 
with regard to the importance attached to it in 


| the State of New Jersey, moved to amend the 
| bill by adding an appropriation of $250,000 for 


commencing the construction of a breakwater at 
Crow Shoals, Cape May. (Great laughter.] 
This work was no joke, for its completion was 
estimated at $1,350,000; and of so much national 
consequence was it considered, that the Legisla- 
ture had instructed the Senators and requested 
the Representatives of the State in Congress to 
use their best efforts to have it maa 
Mr. McDUFFIE complimented the Senator on 


| with his own judgment and feelings, 





Pennsylvania, for the alteration of the naturali- 


June 1, 


Mr. DAYTON always conformed to 
structions of his Legislature when the 





the in. 
Y accorded 
and in Such 
m; but when 
@ the prefer. 


cases he never failed to act up to the 
they did not, he begged leave to giy 
ence to his own judgmentand feelings, and to tak 
a course different from that of his instrueto ? 
He confessed that, zealously as he felt disposed 
to codperate with those instructors inthe present 
case, he was not very sanguine of success when 
he offered his amendment. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, although he confessed he 
was in perfect despair of success, seeing the dis. 
position of the Senate, felt bound to offer an 
amendment, but should do so without making q 
speech; yet he could not help saying that this ap- 
propriation ought to be made. His amendment 
was, to add for repairs at Marcus Hook pier 
in the Delaware. r 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to amend the 
bill by adding an appropriation of $15,000 for 
improvements and repairs at Bridgeport, Long 
Island. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HENDERSON moved to amend the bij 
by adding $10,000 for removing the bar at Pass 
Christian, so as to bring the channel betweeg 
Mobile and New Orleans to a level. 

The amendment was rejected. 


The bill was then reported back to the Senate 
without amendments, and read the third time. 

On the question, ** Shall this bill pass?” 

Mr. HAYWOOD called for the yeas and 


nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 32, nays 8; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Dayton, Evans, Fair- 
field, Francis, Fulton, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Johnson, McDuffie, Merrick, Miller, Niles, Porter, Sevier, 
Simmons, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Uphain, White, 
Woodbridge, and Wright—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Atchison, Athertun, Benton, 
Haywood, Huger, Lewis, and Semple—4. 


So the bill was passed. 
BENT, ST. VRAIN & CO. 


Mr. BENTON reported a bill for the relief of 
Bent, St. Vrain&Co.; which was read a first time. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the Senate went 
into executive session; and after some time spent 
therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, June 1, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved, after a correction had been made by the 

| addition of Mr. Pottock’s name to the list of the 
| majority who voted yesterday to lay on the table 
the memorial presented by Mr. Apams, from 


zation law. 
HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. PARMENTER introduced a resolution 
to fix the hour of meeting, on and after Monday 
next, at ten o’clock, a. m., and to provide for a 
daily recess from half past two to four o’clock. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL moved an amendment, 
the effect of which was to prevent an adjournment 
before eight o’clock each evening. 

Mr. WHITE opposed the amendment; and 
moved to strike out that portion of the original 
resolution which provided for a recess. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the resolution simply fixing ten o’clock as 
the hour of meeting was adopted. 


MEMPHIS NAVY-YARD. 
Mr. REDING offered the following resolu- 


tion: 

Resolved, That all debate in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, upon the act to establish a nevy-yar 
and depot at Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, shall 
cease one hour after the same shall be taken up, if the com- 
mittee shall not sooner come to a conclusion thereon ; and 

| the committee shall then proceed to vote upon all pending 


the diffidence with which he urged this small ap- || amendments, and such as may be offered, and report the 


propriation of $250,000; but still more on his 


| recognition of the right of instruction, at which 


Mr. HAY WOOD called for the yeas and nays; || he (Mr. McD.) felt much gratified. 


| Same to the 
| Mr. ASHE moved to amend by inserting two 





ouse. 


| hours instead of one; which was lost. 
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1644. 


Mr. ASHE then moved to amend by aes 
one hour and a half; and remarked that he felt 





deeply interested upon the subject, and desired to | Sentatives of said Territory, was then taken up || 


be heard upon it; but the gentleman from Mis- || and read. The bill proposes an increase of al- || 


| lowance from three dollars to six dollars per, || the schooner Dove; 
diem. 


sissippi (Mr. Hammett] was entitled to the floor; 
and in case that gentleman consumed the hour 


a 
‘ 


| ed by the Legislature of Florida to the secretary 
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|| A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of 
of the Senate and clerk of the House of Repre- || the schooner Two Brothers; 


1 A bill for the relief of John H. Russell, et al.; 
A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 


gllotted to him, the whole time allowed for debate || On motion of Mr. BRINKERHOFF, the bill | 


py this resolution would be exhausted. 

The question on the amendment was taken, 
and carried. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 


RECONSIDERATION. 

Mr. VANCE moved that the business of the 
morning hour be pepe for the purpose of 
proceeding to the consideration of the private bills 
upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, inquired 
whether it would be in order to call for the con- 
sideration of the motion made a few days ago, 
for the reconsideration of the vote by which Sen- 
ate bill No. 137 was passed. 

Being answered in the affirmative, 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, submitted the 


otion. 

i. VANCE again urged upon the House the 
propriety of proceeding with the private bills. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved that the mo- | 
tion to reconsider be postponed until Wednesday | 
next; which motion was agreed to. 

IOWA MILITIA. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the private bills which were upon the Spéaker’s | 
table upon their third reading. The first, being 
abill to provide for the payment of Iowa militia, 
called into service in 1839, was read the third | 
time, and passed. 


NARRATIVE OF EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 


The next bill taken up was the bill to extend 
copyright to the authors of the Narrative of the 
Exploring Expedition, 

Mr. HALE objected to taking up this bill, on 
the ground that it was not a private bill, and that 
it would give rise to debate. 

Mr. BURKE said the bill was a private bill, 
and he hoped it would not be passed over. 

The SPEAKER declared the bill to be a pri- 
vate bill. 

Mr. HALE withdrew his objection. 

Mr. BURKE offered an amendment, which 
wasagreed to. He also proposed another amend- 
ment under the instruction of the Committee on 
the Library. 

Upon this amendment a debate ensued. 

Mr. SCHENCK addressed the committee in 
opposition to the bill. 

r. BURKE made some explanations. 

Mr. SCHENCK went on to contend that this 
Government owed a debt to foreign nations for | 
works generously given, and said this work ought 
to be freely given in return; that it should also be | 
supplied to public libraries, and in other ways be | 
diffused amongst the people, and not locked up by | 

it | 
| 








copyright to any individual, from those whom 
had cost so many millions. 


Mr. BARNARD defended the bill. He said || 


the book in question was written by Lieutenant | 
Wilkes, the Government going to the expense of 
the plates only; and that it was as much the work 
of Lieutenant Wilkes as Paradise Lost was the 
production of the mind of Milton. 

Mr. SCHENCK explained that each officer of 
the exploring expedition was required to keep a | 
journal, and this work was buta compilation from | 
those journals. 

Mr. BARNARD admitted that the officers were 
required each to keep a journal; but whether 
Lieutenant Wilkes had had recourse to them, he 
knew not, and cared not. When Lieutenant 
Wilkes delivered up his journal, the Government 
had no further demand upon him nor control over | 
him. He had now written a book, which was 
not a part of his duty to the Government, and to | 
that book his title was complete; and hence the 
copyright belonged to him. . 

r. J. R. INGERSOLL spoke in opposition 
to the bill. 

Mr. VANCE moved to lay the bill on the table; | 
and on this motion the yeas and nays were or- | 
dered, and resulted—yeas 116, nays 39. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 


ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCE. 
The bill to authorize the allowance recommend- | 








1 was laid upon the table. || A bill for the relief of Alice Usher; 


\| A bill for the relief of John Milsted; 












SETH SWEETZER. 





The bill for the relief of Seth Sweetzer was | 


read, 


Mr. C. JOHNSON made some remarks in op- 
position to the bill. 

He was replied to by Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then moved to Jay the bill 
on the table; but withdrew the motion, to allow 

Mr. ADAMS to address a few remarks to the 
House in favor of its passage. 

The bill was further debated by Messrs. C. J. 
INGERSOLL, SAMPLE, and C. JOHNSON, 
who renewed his motion to lay upon the table; 
which motion prevailed, and the bill was laid 
upon the table. 

ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCE. 


Mr. COBB moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the bill in relation to the salaries of the 
legislative officers of the Territory of Florida was 
laid on the table. Mr. C. remarked that he made 
this mouon for the purpose of attording the gen- 
tleman from Florida an opportunity of making 
some explanations regarding it. 

The motion for reconsideration was negatived. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were read the third time, 

and passed: 


A bill for the relief of F. P. Ambler, C. P. 
Ambler, and Elizabeth Pearce, heirs of Elizabeth 
Rowe; 


A bill for the relief of Samuel Butler; 


William Scott; 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Mary Francis; 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Garnett; 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Florilla; 

A bill for the relief of Langtry & Jenkins; 

A bill for the relief of E. Hiddon; 

A bill for the relief of D. Akison; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Sommeraner; 

A bill for the relief of A. D. W. Bodly; 

A bill for the relief of Harvey Parke; 

A bill for the relief of J. P. Converse; 

A bill for the relief of C. P. Sengstack; 

A bill for the relief of David Allspach; 

A bill to confirm the claim of Antonio Cherisio 
to a tract of Jand in Louisiana; 

A bill for the relief of George Singley; 

A bill for the relief of George Wentling; 

A bill for the relief of Uriah Loomis; 

[A bill for the relief of Amaziah Goodwin was 
laid on the table;] 

A bill for the relief of John Edmonson; 

A bill for the relief of Mary A. Linton; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Wilson; 

A bill for the relief of Wilmot Marsden, widow 
of George Marsden; 

A bill for the relief of W. R. Joyne; 

A bill for the relief of Maria Ostrander; 

A bill for the relief of Sherman Pierce; 

A bill for the relief of Abelard Guthrie; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel W. Church; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Hunter, widow of 
Robert Hunter; 

A bill for the relief of Mary B. Perry and | 
others; 

A bill to incorporate the Georgetown college, 
in the District of Columbia; 

A bill for the relief of William P. Duvall; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Snead; 

(The bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis | 
Cazeau, of Montreal, was laid upon the table;] | 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 
of John Baker, deceased; 

A bili for the relief of the heirs of Samuel 
Moore; 

A bill for the relief of Patrick Masterton; 

A bill for the relief of Drusilla Giesey; 

A bill for the relief of Lund Washington; 1 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of | 
the schooner Privado; 
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A bill for the relief of Susannah, widow : 


| A bill for the relief of Francis Yoast and J. P. 
Rogers; 


A bill for the relief of Henry Newingham; 
A bill for the relief of Isaac Barker; 
A bill for the relief of John Perham; 
A bill for the relief of Philip Sch wartztrawber; 
A bill for the relief of Barnabas Baker and others, 
| owners of the schooner Union, of Dennis, in Mas- 
sachusetts; 

A bill for the relief of Solomon Sturges, as- 
| signee of Humphrey Richcreek; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Hart, 

deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Isanc S. Ketchum; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac S. Ketchum, late 
special Indian agent; 
| A bill for the relief of Henry S. Commager; 

A bill for the relief of Asenath Orvis, widow of 
G. Orvis; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Dillon; 

A bill for the relief of John Sands; 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Wilson, widow 
| of Captain William J. Wilson; 

A bill for the relief of Asa Davis; 

A bill for the relief of Manlius V. Thompson, 
sole executor of Miles W. Dickey; 

A bill for the relief of William McCauly; 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. M. M. Telfair; 

A bill for the relief of Frangois Chretien, and 
widow Baptiste Berard; 

A bill for the relief of Susannah Warner; 

A bill for the relief of Marcay Olds; 

A bill for the relicf of Margaret Dougherty; 

A bill for the relief of Amos Proctor; 

A bill to test the utility of the sub-marine tele- 
scope; 

A bill for the relief of widow Hannah Duboise; 

A joint resolution for the benefit of Saltmarsh 
& Fuller; 

A joint resolution for the benefit of William 
Fuller; 

A joint resolution for the benefit of Sellers & 
Pennant; 

A bill for the relief of Edward Kennard; and 

A bill for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner, of 
Alabama. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpary, June 3, 1844. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from cit- 
zens of Macon county, Missouri, praying for the 
establishment of a land office at Bloomington, in 
that county, consolidating the land offices at Pal- 
myraand Ls Fayette; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Rowland Burnett, praying 
for permission to enter, at the minimum price, a 
certain fractional section of land; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
| a number of citizens of Philadelphia, similar to 
| the memorial he presented at the last siti of 
| the Senate, asking for such alteration in the law 

of naturalization as will require a residence of 
| twenty-one years on the part of foreigners before 
| they can become naturalized citizens. The me- 
morial was accompanied by a letter, urging the 
decision of Congress this session on the subject 
and stating that many similar memorials would 
be immediately forwarded. He would move the 
reference of this memorial to the Judiciary Com- 
| mittee, and submit to the chairman the necess' 
| of a speedy report from the committee on the 


|| subject. 


Mr. BENTON presented the petition of numer- 
ous citizens of the county of Oswego, in the Btate 
of New York, praying that measures may be taken 
by Congress for settling the Oregon country, and 
protecting the emigrants to it. Mr. B. said it 
would be an excusable egotism in him to referto 
his opinions of twenty-five years ago in relation to 
the Oregon, and the convention then made for its 
joint occupation by the British and Americans. 

e had published his opinions at that time, and 
now had them on his table, and should send them 
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to the press as a part of his remarks, but should 


each ntand toeach child. This was right; 


spare the Senate the trouble of hearing them read. || and the example of Rome and Spain has found 
He had then opposed the treaty, and foretold all || imitation in our Oregon bill, suggested by my 


the evils from it which are now seen and felt by | 


everybody,and had given all the reasons against 
forming tue convention for the joint occupation 
then which are now given for getting rid of it. 


'| the bill. 


and sanctioned b 
The principle will be adhered to, and 


This convention of 1818 was a geographical || not only the mother and father, the young men, 


and a political blunder. It assumed, or went upon 
the assumption, that there were several great 


and young women, and all the children born, 
will have land; but also all those to be born within 


rivers and harbors on the northwest coast of || five years after their parents reach the new land 


America, some belonging to Great Britain, some 
to the United States, and the mutual use of each 
should be given to the owners of either, to occupy 
them jointiy for a limited time, without detriment 
to the titles of either. This was the assumption 
and the basis on which the joint occupation was 
laid; while, in fact, there was but one great river 
in that quarter, and that river was the exclusive 
property of the United States. This was the geo- 
graphical blunder; aud upon this the superstruc- 
ture of political blunder was erected. It wasa 
blunder to admit a foreign Power to a joint occu- 
pation of our domain. That blunder became 
equivalent to a surrender of the territory in this 
case, because the Power admitted into our pos- 
session was powerful and organized, and destined 
to nequire the exclusive possession. This soon 
happened; for the powerful Hudson’s Bay Com- 








j 


of promise. When Louisiana was purchased, 
Mr. Jefferson recommended a free grant of land 
to the first thirty thousand emigrants to the west 
of the Mississippi. Liberal principles were not 
then sufficiently advanced to sanction the grants 
proposed by Mr. Jefferson: they have made prog- 
ress since under the discussion of the graduation 
and preémption bills; and the emigrants to Oregon 
will have the advantage of this advance 1n liberal 
principles. 

Let the emigrants go on; and carry their rifles. 


| We want thirty thousand rifles in the valley of 


the Oregon; they will make all quiet there, in the 
event of a war with Great Britain for the domin- 
ion of that country. 
not be topical; it will not be confined to Oregon, 
but willembrace the possessions of the two Powers 
throughout the globe. Thirty thousand rifles on 


-, soon became sole possessors of the country || Oregon‘will annihilate the Hudson’s Bay Com- 


by killing, or having killed, four or five hundred 
of the American traders, and chasing the rest 
away. In this way the possession of the river 
became exclusive on the part of the British; an 
upon that possession they have set up a title, 
which, coupled with possession, will require a 
vigorous effort of policy, or of arms, to defeat. 
Phe treaty of joint occupation wasa fine speci- 
men of the skill with which the diplomatic art 
conceals the sacrifice of a disadvantageous con- 
cession, and deposits the seed of a new contesta- 
tion while assuming to settle an old one. It was 
a case in which British diplomacy was an over- 
match for American rights, and in which war 


itself may be the consequence of the American 
blunder. 


_ After twenty-five years, the American popula- | 
tion has begun toextend itself tothe Oregon. Some || 


| 
| 





hundreds went a few years ago; a thousand went | 


last year; two thousand are now setting out from || claimed the principal as fundamental in American 
the frontiers of Missouri; tens of thousands are | 


meditating the adventure. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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| deceased colleague, improved on the motion of || of the convention, has therefore given to th 


The war, if it comes, will || sians have in the Pacific. 


June 3. 
| the Buenaventura, which the Spanish claim 

| and the Columbia, which belongs to the tm ee, 
_ and no other harbors than those which are formed by 2! 
| estuaries of those two rivers. Mr. Gallatin, by this ane 


€ English the 


| the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crirrenpen,] || tight of sheltering in our harbor and navigating our 7; 
the Senate in the passage of || without receiving any sort of consideration whatever in 
, : ssag e 


_ return. The magnitude of this sacrifice on the part of tt 
United States can only be comprehended by those - 
| know the power of the British fur companies, their system 
| to maintain the upper hand in the affections and the eo : 
| merce of the Indians, and to turn their arms against ee ie 
| time of war. ‘This policy, as well as the fact that the Ene 
| lish have no harbor or nav:zable river on the west Coast of 
| North America, may be learned from the following extrac 
from Sir Alexander M’Kenzie’s History of the Fur Trade 
volume 2, page 39: , 

*** But whatever course may be taken from the Atlantic 
the Columbia is the line of communication from the Pacifi¢ 
| ocean, pointed out by nature, as it is the only navigabje 
| river in the whole extent of Vancouver’s minute survey of 
| that coast; its banks, also, from the first level country in 
| all the southern extent of continental coast from Cooks 
| Entry, and consequently the most northern situation fit for 
colonization, and suitable for the residence of a civilized 
| people. 

‘** By opening this intercourse between the Atlantic ang 
Pacific oceans, and forming regniar establishments through 
the interior, and at both extremes, as well as along the 
coasts and islands, the entire command of the fur trade of 
North America might be obtained, from latitude forty-eight 
north to the pole, except that portion of it which the Rus. 
To this may be added the fisp- 
ing in both seas, and the markets of the four quarters of the 
globe. Such would be the field for commercial enterprise 
and incalculable would be the produce of it, when supported 
by the operations of that credit and capital which Great 
Britain so preéminently possesses. ‘Then would this coun- 


any, drive them off our continent, quiet their |! try begin to be renumerated for the expenses it has sustained 
aes, and protect the American interests in the |! i” discovering and surveying the coast of the Pacific ocean, 


remote regions of the upper Missouri, the Platte, 
and the Arkansas, and in all the vast region of 
the Rocky mountains. 

Besides the recovery of the country lost or 
se by our diplomacy of 1818, the settlers 
in Oregon will also recover and open for us the 
North American road to India! This road lies 
through the South Pass, and the mouth of Ore- 
gon; and as soon as the settlements are made, 
our portion of the North American continent will 
immediately commence its Asiatic trade on this 
new and national route. This great question I 
explored some years ago, and only refer to itnow 
to give a glimpse of the brilliant destiny which 
awaits the population of the Oregon valley. 

Twenty-two years ago, President Monroe, in 
a message to the two Houses of Congress, pro- 


policy, that no part of North America was open 


I say to them all, go || to European colonization, domination, interfer- 


on; the Government will follow you, and will || ence or influence of any kind. That declaration 
ive you protection and Jand. The bill intro- || had its reference to Great Britain and the Oregon, 


uced, and passed in the Senate, by my late col- 
leage and friend, (Dr. Linn,) and now prosecuted 


ae worthy successor, my present colleague, | 
s 


[ r. Arcuison,]} and on which he will doubticss 
e beard in reply to the speakers against the bill 
—this bil! will. 
sion—for it has been impeded by causes which 
must soon cease—but in the course of the next, 
or ensuing session. In the mean time, let the 
emigrants rely upon it. [tis the genius of our 
prom to go ahead, and it is the practice of our 
overnment to follow, and eventually to protect 
and reward the bold pioneers who open the way 
to new countries, ak subdue the wilderness for 
their country. 
civil, military, and naval; for a Government will 
be established for them; a military force will be 
sent to them; and ships-of-war will visit their 
coast, and enter theirriver. Lands Will be granted 
to them; land to the father and to the mother; 
land to the young men and young women over 
eighteen; land to all the children. 
he bill of my deceased friend, and the pres- 


ent bill, contain provisions in favor of all these | 
classes; and in that form it will pass, because it | 


is right in itself, and has the sympathies of all 
people in its favor. We have made great prog- 
ress within some years; we are now where the 
Romans were two thousand years ago, and where 
the Spanish Government was when I went to the 
upper Louisiana, 
people, and the Spaniards under a despotism, did 
the same thing; they gave land to the father of 


the family, and to the mother of the family, in | 


proportion to the number of their children; and 
thus, a multitude of children became a double 
blessing to their parents. The father and mother 
of a numerous progeny were deemed public ben- 
efactors, and to deserve well of their eduntry, and 
were rewarded accordingly by grants of land to 


anerenneerngeees not at this ses- | 


They will get protection, both | 


The Romans, the freest of | 


| 
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| his remarks on this occasion. 


and it found its response in the hearts of all Amer- 
icans. Time has not weakened that response, 
but confirmed it; and if any European aber 
develops a design upon Texas, the response will 
apply to it also. 

Mr. B. then quoted from a publication made by 
him in the year 1818, and adopted as a part of 
The following 
was the part of the publication referred to: 

** The Treaty with England. 
‘** Tt is time that western men had some share in the desti- 


| nies of this Republic,’ was the sentiment expressed by this 


paper on seeing that Mr. Adams had proposed to dismember 
the valley of the Mississippi in behalf of the King of Spain. 
That sentiment recurs with great force on reading the treaty 
lately made by Mr. Gallatin, on the part of the United States, 
with the King of Great Britain. By this treaty or conven- 
tion, the right of navigating the Columbia river for ten 
years is granted to the British fur companies. This giant 
is contained in the third article of the convention, and the 
terms in which it is couched exhibit a curious specimen of 
the skill with which the diplomatic art endeavors to con- 
ceal the sacrifice of a disadvantageous stipulation ; the bet- 
ter to understand which, the article entire is here given to 
the reader : 

«Ant. III. It is agreed that any country that may be 
claimed by either party on the northwest coast of America, 
westward of the Stony mountains, shall, together with its 
harbors, bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all rivers 
within the same, be free and open, for the term of ten years 
from the date of the signature of the present convention, to 
the vessels, citizens, and subjects, of the two Powers: it 
being well understood that this agreement is not to be con- 
strued to the prejudice of any claim which either of the two 
high contracting parties may have on any part of the said 
country: the only object of the high contracting parties, in 
that respect, being to prevent disputes and differences 
amongst themselves.’ 

* Now, it would be apprehended, from the tenor of this 
article, that the United States and Great Britain were sev- 
erally possessed of numerous harbors, bays and creeks, and 
navigable rivers on the coast of the Pacific ocean, west of 
the Rocky mountains, and that the citizens of the Republic, 
and the subjects of the King, were mutually benefited by 
having the privilege of using the navigable waters of each 
other. At the same time, the fact is, that there are no nav- 
igable rivers on the northwest coast of North America, but 


eee 


| which‘is at present left to American adventurers, who, 
without regularity or capital, or the desire of conciliating 
| future confidence, look altogether to the interests of the 
moment. They therefore collect all the skins they can pro- 
cure, and in any manner that suits them, and having ex- 
| changed them at Canton for the produce of China, return to 
| theirown country. Suchadventurers—and many of them 
| as I have been informed, have been very successful—wou! 
instantly disappear from before a well-regulated trade.’ 
| This extract may answer the further purpose of open- 
| ing the eyes of American statesmen to the necessity of 
incorporating an American fur company powerful enough 
to cope with the Northwest and Hudson’s Bay Companies, 
and to roll back upon their own heads the thunder which 
they have directed for forty years against the frontiers of 
the United States.”’ 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the proceed- 
ings of a large meeting of the citizens of Flemins- 
burg, Kentucky, without distinction of party, at 
which resolutions adverse to the ratification of the 
treaty for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States were unanimously adopted; which were 
laid on the table. 


CALL FOR INFORMATION. 


Mr. ARCHER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over for consideratien: 

Resolved, That the President be requested, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, to communicate to the Sen- 
ate the correspondence between the late minister of the 
United States in Mexico and the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of that Republic, upon the subject of an order issued by the 
Mexican Government, expelling all natives of the United 
States from Upper California and other departments of the 
Mexican Republic ; and also the correspondence between 
the said American minister and the Mexican Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, upon the order prohibiting foreigners the 
privilege of the retail trade in Mexico, and which has taken 
place subsequently to that heretofore communicated to 
Congress on the same subject. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
| Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Pierre Chauteau and others, heirs of Julien Du 
Buque. The report, with accompanying papers, 
| was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
submitted adverse reports on the petitionsof Sarah 
Scales, George West, Alice Pew, and Jane Moore; 
which were ordered to be printed. 
| 
| 








Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, returned the petition of Mary Ann Morrill; 
and, on his motion, the committee was discharged 
from its consideration, and the petition was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Com- 

merce, reported a bill in favor of James Wilson, 
authorizing the register of a British bark pur- 
| chased by him. ; 
Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
| Pensions, reported back, without amendment, the 
House bill for the relief of Emanuel Shrofe, and 
recommended its passage. 

He also, from the same committee, seats 
back the petitions of Peter Ingles, Peter Frost, 


and Aden Stanley, with adverse reports; which 
were ordered to be printed. 
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a 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on | 


public Lands, reported back, without amend- | 
ment, the House bill for the relief of Eaton | 
Nance, and recommended its passage. a 
~ Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on Print- | 
ing, made several reports relative to matters re- | 
ferred to that committee, One was in favor of | 


rinting, Withoutthe maps, Captain Cram’s report | 
relative to the improvements of St. Louis harbor. | 
Two were memorials from Pennsylvania in refer- | 
ence to the annexation of Texas to the United 
Sates; with regard to one of which the commit- 
tee did not recommend the printing; and with 
regard to the other, (from the Society of Friends 
convened at Philadelphia, from Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and Delaware,) it was left to the 
Senator [Mr. Buchanan] who presented it to move 
for its being printed, if that was his desire. The 
committee would not oppose that object, though 
they did not see any necessity for it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the Society of Friends 
was composed of most respectable citizens, and 
he should like to have their memorial printed. 

Mr. HAYWOOD did not see any occasion for 
printing one description of memorials of this sub- 
ject, When it had not been required for all or any 
others. 

Mr. STURGEON made a few observations not 
distinctly heard. 

Mr. HAY WOOD moved to lay the report on 
the table. If he was not mistaken, the memorial 
was, in spirit, inimical to the institutions of the 
South. 

Mr. SIMMONS assured the Senator from North 
Carolina he was mistaken as to the memorial; 
probably he meant the other which the committee 
did not approve of printing. ‘The committee had 
not, even with regard to this memorial, recom- 
mended it to be printed; they only reported that 
they would not object if it was desired. 

Mr. BUCHANAN really did not recollect the 
contents of the memorial; but he knew it was 
from a very large and respectable assembly of 
the Society of Friends from three States of the 
Union, adopted at their Yearly Conference in 
Philadelphia; and as the committee who acted for 
the conference desired him, on presenting it, to 
ask for its printing, he had done so. He was 
anxious to have it printed, although every one 
knew he was opposed to the prayer of the me- 
morial; but knowing the respectability of its 
signers, he hoped they would be gratified by 
acceding to their desire of having their memorial 
printed. 

Mr. SEVIER asked, why not print all these 
memorials, if there was any propriety in printing 
this? He hoped all would go by one rule. 

Mr. BERRIEN had read the memorial now in 
question—which resists the annexation of Texas 
on the grounds that it would furnish an additional 
stimulant and market for the slave trade, and that 
itwould have the tendency of perpetuating slavery 
in the United States. Now, he was unwilling to 
give the slightest countenance to the embarrass- 
ment of the question of annexation with this sub- 
ject, or to lend the sanction of the Senate to the 
introduction of this topic into the Senate by any 
action such as that of authorizing the prinung of 
this memorial. He therefore hoped the motion 
to lay on the table would prevail. 

On this motion, Mr. HAYWOOD called for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atchison, Atherton, Ben 
ton, Berrien, Breese, Colquitt, Crittenden, Fairfield, Fulton, 
Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, McDutlie, 
Mangum, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, and 
Woodbury—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, 
Evans, Francis, Hannegan, Miller, Phelps, Porter, Sim- 
mons, Upham, White, and Woodbridge—14. 


So the report was laid on the table. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


Mr. PHELPS said that, some time since, fif- 
teen hundred copies of the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents were ordered to be printed for 
the use of the Senate; but since that a more care- 
ful perusal of that document had satisfied several 

enators that it was one of great importance, 
which ought to be disseminated, and that at least 
ve thousand copies ought to have been ordered. 
He should therefore move a reconsideration of 
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order, with a view of submitting the follow- 
a 2% 
Ordered, That five thousand additional copies of the 
annual report of the Commissioner of Patents, communi- | 
cated to Congress at the present session, be printed for the 


|} use of the Senate. 


Mr. McDUFFIE objecting to its consideration | 
now, 
The motion was postponed till to-morrow. 
IIOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


Several bills from the House of Representatives 
were received, read a first time, ordered to a sec- 
ond reading, and appropriately referred to stand- 
ing committees. 


PEA PATCH ISLAND. 


The general orders being called, 

Mr. DAYTON moved to postpone the previ- 
ous orders, and take up the Pea Patch Island 
bill. 

Several Senators. No! No! 

Mr. EVANS hoped the motion would not pre- 
vail, 

Mr. DAYTON said the bill was on its third 
reading, and would not consume any time. 

The motion prevailed; and the bill providing 
for the adjustment of the title of the United States 
to Pea Patch Island, in the river Delaware, was 
taken up for consideration. 

Mr. BAYARD informed the Senate that the 
referee mentioned inthe bill, Mr. Horace Binney, 
of Philadelphia, having declined to act, it was 
necessary to make an amendment, substituting 
another. He would therefore move to amend 
the bill by striking out the name of Horace Bin- 
ney, and substituting that of Roger B. Taney, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; to act, not 
in his capacity of Chief Justice, but as referee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked if Mr. Taney had 
consented to serve. 

Mr. BAYARD said he had. It would be quite 
convenient for him to do so, as it was within his 
district. 

The PRESIDENT intimated that, as the bill 
now came up, it was not competent to amend it, 
unless by unanimous consent. 

After a few, observations from Messrs. BAY- 
ARD, BENTON, DAYTON, and SEVIER, the 
bill was recommitted for amendment. 


DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON. 


The general orders now brought up the Senate 
bill No. 88, providing for the remission of duties 
on railroad iron, in certain cases. 

Mr. MILLER moved to pass the bill over in- 
formally, as the Senators from Maryland, who 
took considerable interest in it, were absent from 
their seats. 

Mr. EVANS resisted the motion. The bill 
had been put off day after day. There wag no 
probability of a vote being taken on it before the 
Senators alluded to came in. The discussion 
could go on till one o’clock; and it could be dis- 
posed of during the morning hour in two or three 


ie 
he question on Mr. Mirier’s motion was 
taken; and resulted—ayes 16, noes 13. 

So the bill was passed over informally. 

Mr. EVANS gave notice that he would, day 
after day, move to proceed with this bill till dis- 
posed of; and hoped Senators interested in it 
would be present at the hour for taking it up. 


UNITED STATES LAWS. 


The next thing on the general orders was the 
Senate joint resolution to authorize the Attorney 
General to contract for copies of a proposed edi- 
tion of the laws and treaties of the United States, 
reported by Mr. Cuoarte, from the Committee on 
the Library; which was taken up as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would be glad to have the 
petition of A. W. Johnson, successor of Niel- 
son & Johnson, read; in which there is a prop- 
osition to furnish the requisite number of copies 
of the laws which have been already ve 
much cheaper than a new edition can be obtained 


for. 

Mr. CHOATE said the committee had the me- 
morial under consideration, und had decided that 
a new edition of the laws was necessary, and that 
the objects desired would not be attained by 
acceding to the proposition of the memorialist. 
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| The object o1 the resolution was to bring out 
| 


what had been much needed—a new and uniform 
edition of the laws of the United States, the trea- 


| ties, and a copious and accurate index—all got 


| up in the first style of typographical art, and on 
| thick, fine paper, fit to be written upon in making 
notes. Mr. C. then stated the opinions of the 
judges and members of the bar as to the necessity 
for this new edition, and their approval of the 
| plan proposed for accomplishing the object, 
| Mr. BUCHANAN hoped, if the memorial was 
not on the table, the matter would be passed over 
informally till it was obtained. 

The PRESIDENT said the memorial was not 
on the table. 

Mr. CHOATE consented to Ict the resolution 
be passed over informally till the memorial was 
| obtained. 

It was passed over accordingly. 


WILLIAM ELLIOTT, JR. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the bill for the relief of 
| William Elliott, jr., of Illinois, was taken up, 

as in Committee of the Whole, with an amend- 
| ment recommended by the Committee on Public 
| Lands. 

After some discussion as to the technical mean- 
ing of the words ‘final certificate of patent,’’ 
| which were objected to by Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
| explained by Mr. BREESE, and defined by Mr. 
SEVIER to be obsolete in consequence of the 
change in the mode of paying for public lands, 
the amendment was ehenta: and the bill, as 
amended, was reported, and ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. FOSTER gave notice that, to-morrow, he 
| would ask leave to introduce a bill. 


MARY REESIDE. 


The next bill on the general orders was that for 

the relief of Mary Reeside, executrix of the last 
| will and testament of James Reeside, deceased, 
which was taken up as in Committee of the 
Whole, and placed under consideration, 

Mr. HAYWOOD made several objections to 
the bill as it now stood: first, that it proposed to 
transfer the business of the Auditor of the Post 
Office Department to the Auditor of the War De- 
partment; next, that it referred to the record of a 
court in Pennsylvania, as evidence of the indebt- 
edness of the United States to the claimant; next, 
that it assumed this indebtedness without having 
any inquiry made at, or report obtained from, the 
| Post Office Department, All that appeared on the 
face of the bill was, that a suit had been brought 
by the United States against Reeside in the courts 
of Philadelphia, for a balance of accounts, and 
upon trial, the jury returned a verdict for $188,000 
against the United States, in favor of Mr. Reeside. 
To base a claim upon this record would be con- 
trary to the principle that suit cannot be instituted 
| against the United States, for it would be virtually 
| recognizing the right of a court in Pennsylvania 
| to award, as in an individual case, according t 
| her peculiar laws, a verdict of indebtedness to the 
| defendant upon plaintiff’s suit. 

Mr. DAYTON approved of the bill as it stood, 
and referred to the concluding words as obviating 
| all difficulty; which say that the Third Aaditor 
shall ‘ certify such debt and settlement to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and require him to pay 
such sum of money as may be found due, if any.” 

Mr. McDUFFIE saw no propriety in referring 
| to the record atall. The mes ge was inquiry into 
| the validity of the claim, and, whatever it was, to 
have it certified and settled. 

Some discussion ensued on the subject of the 
law of Pennsylvania, on the point of deciding by 
one trial, whether the indebtedness was on 
part of plaintiff or defendant; in which Messrs. 
DAYTON, BERRIEN, BUCHANAN, and Me- 
DUFFIE took part; but this discussion encroach- 
1 oe the hour for the special order, 
| Mr. ARCHER moved to postpone the furthe. 
| 











| consideration of the subject, with a view of going 
| into executive session, 
The bill was accordingly postponed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate then wert into executive session; 
and, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpar, June 3, 1844. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- 





roved. 
Mr. HALE moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which Senate bill No. 18 was ordered to 


be taken out of committee in one hour and a half || 
after it should be taken up in committee. He || 
made this motion in order that the gentleman || 


from Tennessee might have an opportunity of 
making a speech upon it. He withdrew the mo- 
tion, however, at the request of 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, who desired to offer || order; and he sent up the following resolution to | 


a resolution fixing the 10th, 11th, and 12th days 
of June instant for the consideration of certain 
treaties. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the first busi- 


ness in order was a motion made on Saturday to | 


reconsider the vote by which bill No, 177, grant- 
ing a copyright to the authors of the Narrative 
of the Exploring Expedition, was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. C, J. INGERSOLL said he was aware of 
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| Mr. BARNARD offered a modification of the 


amendment, which Mr. Pottock accepted. 
|| Some remarks were made by Messrs, HAM- 
_ LIN and MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, moved further to 
/amend the amendment of the gentleman from 
|| Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked if it would be in 
order to move to strike out and insert. 

The CHAIRMAN said it would not be in order 
| now. 
| Mr.WENTWORTH gave notice that he should 


| make such a motion as soon as it would be in 


|| be read for information: 


|| Resolved, That, forthe purpose of economizing the public 
|| time, and of stopping political discussions as far as practi- 
|| cable, all members of this House, who have made speeches 
|| at this session against Mr. Van Buren, have permission to 
erase the name of Mr. Van Buren therefrom, and substi- 
|} tute, instead, the name of James K. Polk; and that the 
|| officers of this House be requested to buy those anti-Van 
|| Buren speeches of the Clay club for wrapping paper, when 
| they can be bought as cheap as other wrapping-paper. 


1 Mr. PAYNE said it was not his purpose to 


that; and if it were necessary, he would move a || open up a discussion of the tariff question; but 


suspension of the rules, that his resolution might 
be now considered; but he hoped there would be 
no objection. 

Objections were made; and the question was 
then put upon the pending motion to reconsider. 

Mr. BARNARD suggested that the motion be 
postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said he hoped the House 
would not for a moment consider the propriety 
of granting a copyright to anybody; and there- 
fore he moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

A division was called for; and after a short 
conversation, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON withdrew his motion to lay 
on the table. 

The question was then put on postponing its 
considcration until Monday next, and carried. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL called for the con- 
sideration of his resolution. 

Mr. DEAN rose and moved the reconsideration 
of the vote by which bill No. 268, for the relief 
of the heirs of Francis Cazeau, of Montreal, was 
laid upon the table, and that the motion be post- 
poned until Friday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL again called for the 
consic-ration of his resolution setting arent the 


10th, 11th, and 12th of June for the consideration || 


of treaties between this Government and those of 
Portugal, Spain, Denmark, anc Great Britain. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved a suspension 
of the rules, and demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and being taken, resultea— 
yeas 78, nays 84. 

There not being two thirds in the affirmative, 
the rules were not suspended. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC RILL. 


On motién of Mr. McKAY, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


(Mr. Davis, of Indiana, ir the chair.) 

On motion of Mr. Mch.., the committee took 
up for consideration the civ.| and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill. ° 

t. DICKINSON inquired w iether it was in 
order to take up this bill in preference to the one 
standing first in order; which was the Lillto estab- 
lish a naval depot in the West. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that appropria- 
tion bills had preference over all others. 


On the suggestion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, the | 


general reading of the bill was dis ased with, 


and it was read by sections or paragraphs, with | 


a view toamendments.  » 

Mr. POLLOCK moved to amend the bill in 
that portion which relates to tue ordinary and 
contingent expenses of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, by providing that a preference should be 
given in the purchase of stationery, &c., to arti- 
eles of American manufacture. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, opposed the amend- 
ment. He was for free trade in affairs relating 


to the Government, as well as in private affairs. || purposes, and it ought not to be prostituted to | 
1 perpewee that were illegitimate. 
he gentleman from Pennsylvania had spoken 


He was for buying in the cheapest market, and 
selling in the highest and best, 


inasmuch as the opinions of the Democratic can- | 


didate for the Presidency had been referred, to he 
could not permit the occasion to pass without 
indorsing, toto celo,the doctrines of Colonel Po)k 
on the subject of a protective tariff. The time had 
now arrived when a man could be presented for 


the suffrages of the American peop e ate views | 


were sound on this question. He wished the views 
of Colonel Polk, in relation to the tariff policy, to 
be clearly understood by the whole country. An 


effort had been made to induce the people to believe | 


that Colonel Polk was in favor of entire free trade. 
This erroneous repre sentation was akin to all the 
proceedings of their opponents. Colonel Polk is 
in favor of raising froin duties on imports revenue 
for the support of the Government. He was of 
opinion that the Con::titution gave Congress that 
|| power; but while he thus believed, and while he 
|| was willing that this power should be exercised, 
|| he utterly repudiated and condemned the doctrine 
| of the Whig party, that this power may be used, 

not for the purpose of raising revenue, but of cre- 
|| ating bounties, and of giving protection to one 
|| section of the Union at the expense of the other. 
_ In reply to a question from Mr. Morais, of Penn- 
| sylvania, Mr. P. said he took pleasure in stat'ug 
that Colonel Polk was opposed to the tariff of 1542 
He then proceeded to comment on the inequalities 
between the duties upon articles of gerzral and 





|| necessary consumption by ing praee cuasses and 
|| those used by the wealthy. 


e, ho-vever, asked 
asked the gentleman from Pennsy!vania to state 
|| what were Mr. Clay’s opinio.s. Did he not 
| advocate the taxing of the labcring classes of the 
country higher than those wh. reveled in luxury? 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, said he would 
| answer the quection of the gentleman from Ala- 
|| bama. Mr. Clay was in favor of protecting the 
|| industry of the laboring classes of the country. 
|} Mr. PAYNE ssid the gentleman trom Fenn- 
|| sylvania had not met the question. He replied 
|| that Mr. Clay was in favor of protecting the labor 
of the country; but how was it proposed to do it? 
Was it by imposing a tremendous tax on every- 
thiny that the laboring man consumed? Was 
|| that his system of protection? If it were, it was 
|| the protenee which the vulture extended to the 
|| lamb, whilst thirsting for its blood; and yet Mr. 
|| Clay was an advocate of such a system—he was 
|| the friend of the bill of abominations of 1842, and 
|, on that question he was willing to leave him to 
|| the American people. 
| Mr. SCHENCK inquired if Governor Polk 
| was not opposed to the bill of 1842, and in favor 
| of a reduction of duties to an average of twenty 
er cent. 
|| Mr. PAYNEreplied thatif the gentleman from 
| Ohio had paid attention to his remarks he would 
|| have seen that the interrogatory which he had 
| just proposed was a work of supererogation; he 
| had distinctly stated that Governor Polk expressly 
| admitted and contended that the power to lay im- 


















in a tone of triumph and exultation of ; 
success of Mr, Clay in the pradiieuiat — 
| and he might be indulged in a few remarks e 
| that subject. On what, he would ask, did = 
|| gentleman from Pennsylvania base his ex © E 
|| tion of success? Was it based on the fact the : 
he had been thrice presented to the Armetions 
people, and as often repudiated and rejected 
as thatevidence of prospective success? Why. 

he was defeated even with the aid of the P 
| gentle. 
|| man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams,] and with 
|| all the influence that that gentleman was able t 
|| bring to his aid. Yes, his name had been thrice 
| presented to the American people, and they 
|| scorned and spurned him; where, then, did the 
|| now look for success? He would tell gentlemen 

here that their predictions were made too hastij 
| and too confidently and too noisily; they were 
| however, notoriously the most noisy arty in 

Christendom—noisy and confident, a though 
from the establishment of the Government, the ; 
had very rarely indeed been successful. This 
Locofoco party, of which the gentleman had 
spoken, would again defeat the Whig party at the 
next election, as they had so often done before. 
and though this was a Federal Union, Feéeral 
principles would not be permitted to have domi. 
nance in this Union. 

He then entered into a review of the principles 
of the Federal party. There was the distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands among the 
States; and what was its object?) What was its 
practical result? Its object was to pay the debts 
of the States with the produce of the public lands; 
debts due to foreign countries. And for what 
were those debts contracted? To render valuable 
the property within the limits of the States by 
which they were contracted. The system of tax- 
| ation within those States was either direct poll 

tax, or taxation on property; but by this system 
of distribution it was designed that the proceeds 
of the public lands should pay those State debts, ' 
and a necessary consequence would be new tax- 
ation levied on the people to mere the deficiency 
in the national Treasury which this distribution 
would occasion. And thus there would be im- 
pesed new and heavier taxes on consumption— 
new taxes on the poor consumer for the benefit 
of the property holders in the States, for the im- 
provement of whose property the debts were con- 
tracted. 

Such was the practical operation of the distri- 
bution scheme. Such, also, was the operation 
of the tariff act. They were productive of taxea- 
tion on labor, taxation on consumption; and yet 
such was the system that the Whig party would 
pursue, and such were the grounds on which: Mr. 
Clay was offered to the American people. Hap- 
pily, however, forthe country, Mr. Clay had no 
more chance of success now than he had in pre- 
vious contests of a like character. 

He next alluded to Mr. Clay’s opinions in op- 
|| position to the annexation of Texas, and to an 
|| increase of territory from any quarter, whether 
|| ‘Texas or Oregon, and called upon the friends of 
|| Mr. Clay to produce evidence that he was in 
|| favor of annexation. There was a double game 
|| being played to mislead different sections of the 
‘|| Union; and he wished it to be known in the East 
|| and West, the North and South. He had confi- 
'| dence in the intelligence of the people; and he was 
| satisfied that, when the truth was proclaimed to 
|| them, they would reject Mr. Clay, as they hac 
|| done before. 
|| Mr. HARDIN said, when he came into the 
|| House this morning, he had no expectation that 
|| the subject of general politics would come up; 
| but as that subject had been introduced, he wou d 
|| make some observations upon it. He then pro- 
| ceeded to remark that, when the American 
|| ple knew Mr. Polk, he would be as Mr. Van 
| Buren now was—‘‘ a used-up man;”’ though in 
i| poe of talent, as compared to Mr. Van Buren, 
xe was but as a pigmy to agiant. He made some 
| remarks on what he understood to be Mr. Polk’s 
|| opinions on tbe tariff, and availed himself of the 


| more clear, sonorous voice of Mr. Scnenck te 














| 
} 


| posts and duties was a revenue power, and that || read tothe committee some extracts from —— 


_ that power for those purposes was an unlimited 
|| power, But thet power was given for legitimate 


| made by Mr. Polk when in Congress. He next 
|| proceeded to argue that it was not the Texas 
men which had caused the withdrawal of Mr 
|| Van Buren, for it was well understood at the time 
| of the Connecticut election, that, if it resulted 
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—— a 
gnfavorably to the Democratic cause, Mr, Van out the name of Mr. Van Buren and insert that of 
paren was to be withdrawn. He also quoted || James K. Polk, it did not seem to have cured the 
om a series of articles recently published in the || wound that was inflicted upon his feelings. Mr. 








fr 


gere fully discussed, to the advantage of the 
former; and went into a party political speech, in 
nich he glanced at many other old and new 


ions on the tariff. 
compromise act. 


Well, then, there was the 


ty issues. He spoke of the resolutions of the 
Piimore convention, particularly dwelling on 
the Texas treaty. 

Mr. PAYNE asked the gentleman where Mr. 
Clay was on the Texas question? He had fre- 


the gentlemen of that party had thé effrontery 
now to come forward and say that the candidate 
|| for the Presidency, who dared to support the 
quently approximated toit, but hadalwaysavoided || compromise act, was unworthy of the support of 
i, From his published letter it would seem to | the country. Thus, then, it would be seen that 
some that there might be circumstances under the Whigs were changing their ground on which 
| 


King and Governor Polk for the Vice Presidency | gentleman from Illinois, {Mr. Haxrpiy.]} 
4 


which Mr. Clay would go for annexation—that || they ventured before the people. 

was to beguile the South; but he should like to He next commented on the remarks of his col- 
hear it distinctly stated what those circumstances || league [Mr. Harpr] on the Oregon “ humbug”’ 
were under which Mr. Clay would be in favor of || and **hobby,”’? as he had characterized it, not- 
annexation. withstanding it was the advocacy of that ‘* hum- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


{ 
So much in relation to General Hearrison’s opin- | 
| 


Henry Clay was pledged to | 
the compromise act; every Whig speaker in Amer- || 
| ica was pledged to the compromise act; and yet, | 


681 


taxing power for revenue purposes; but he was 





|| Opposed to infractions of the Constitution under 
. , . i i the pretense of an exercise of such taxing power. 
Globe, in which the relative merits of Colonel || D. proceeded to controvert the arguments of the |! 


Mr. SCHENCK read from speeches delivered 
by Mr. Polk, for the purpose of showing that he 
was the advocate of an average of twenty per cent. 
as the rate of impost duties; and said they were 
not informed whether he would even afford inci+ 
dental protection. The Democracy were about to 
enter the field in support of a candidate who was 
|| opposed toa protective tariff. Would they remain 
|| true to that principle? Suppose a bill were brought 
|| forward cutting down the tariff to the horizontal 
| rate of twenty per cent., giving no protection: how 
| many votes would it receive from the Democratic 
party? 
| Mr. BELSER said the view of Colonel Polk 
| was, that twenty per cent. was sufficient for rev- 
enue. The doctrine of the Democratic party was, 
| that duties should not be laid with a view to pro- 

tection, but with a view to revenue. 


j 


Mr. HARDIN said he had asked for a defini- 
jon of the sentiments of Democracy, and the 
aJeman from Alabama had replied thet Mr. 
Clay had not answered distinctly. He then en- 


that gentleman his seat on this floor. 
Mr. HARDIN said he never made any remarks 
on the subject of Oregon during his canvass, 





bug”? on the stump in Illinois which had given | 


red into a discussion of what he understood to 
be Mr. Polk’s opinions on the annexation of Texas || that we ought to have it. [Laughter.] He added 
gad the occupation of Oregon, | that the Democratic party were going to make a 

Mr. HALE, before commencing his remarks, | hobby” of it. 
inquired whether it was in o:der say anything | Mr. DOUGLAS said, then the gentleman was 
about the bill. [Laughter.] willing to ride their “*hobby.’’? But what were 

Mr. PAYNE (Mr. Hats yielding him the floor | the opinions of the candidate of his colleague for 
fora moment) said he wished to call the attention || the Presidency? Henry Clay, when Secretary 
of the House to the fact that the gentleman from || of State, offered to give Great Britain the half of 
lilinois [Mr. Harpin] would not notice at allthe || Oregon, provided England would give us the other 
equivocal character of Mr. Clay’s letter; that the || half; and yet the gentleman (Mr. Harory] ac- 
gentleman would not state whether Mr. Clay || cused Governor Polk of being opposed to the 
would, under any circumstances, be in favor of || occupation of Oregon. Now, Governor Polk held 
the annexation of Texas or of Oregon. And || that Oregon was ours, and that we should take it 
while he was on the floor, he would take this || and possess it. 
occasion of protesting against any inference from 
his silence as to whether he was the author of any 
newspaper article. No man had a right to charge 
him with being the author because he refused to 
be catechised on the subject. 

Mr. HARDIN said he did not think it neces- 
sary to answer for Mr. Clay, because he had 
answered for himself. His opinions were well 
known. But the gentleman from Alabama had 
not answered his question whether Colonel Polk 
was in favor of the Texas treaty. 

Mr. PAYNE said that Colonel Polk was in favor 
ofthe annexation of Texas to this Union. As for 
the present treaty, he supposed it had not met his 
eye when his letter was written. There was no 
double-dealing on this or any other question. As 
to their principles, they had been written for years 
upon the vault of heaven itself. 

Mr. HALE claimed his right to the floor. He 
proposed, in the few remarks which he had to | 
oiler, to depart from the course which the debate 
bad taken. He proposed to say something re- 
specting the subject before the House. He would 


offered to give up a portion of Oregon? 
Clay, and not of Mr. Calhoun. 
Mr. Clay made the proposition referred to as a 
compromise? ag 

Mr. DOUGLAS said it was sufficient for him 
tory,and that was now admitted 
should become President of the United States— 


which God forbid—he would again consent to 
give up the half of the prolific ‘Territory of Ore- 


of his colleague’s speech in detail, commenting at 
some length on the Texan question; in the course 
of which he accused this Government of per- 
fidy towards France by the cession of Texas to 


treaty. As one reason, he said that Texas was 
important to us in a military point of view; and 


send to the Clerk’s table certain amendments, || that it was necessary for the protection of New | 
Orleans and the Mississippi vailey. England, it || 


which he intended to offer when those portions of 
the bill should be reached at which they would 
ve in order. F 

Mr.C,J. INGERSOLL objected to this course, 
a8 it would lead to infinite confusion. 

Mr. HAL Eexplained the purportof the amend- 
ments which he intended to offer. One was a 
reduction of the salaries of the Treasurer of the 
United States and the Register of the Treasury, 
to the extent of $788 73, being equal to a sum re- 


was rumored, was taking steps to prevent annex- 





to war with England for Texas. 
from that gentleman. 
with more pleasure for appropriations to resist 
British aggressions in Texas than for any other 
| purpose whatever. Great Britain had now nu- 
| merous possessions with which she surrounded 


ceived by each of those officers last year beyond || us; and he thought that it would be as wise in | 


what they were entitled to receive. Another || this country to give up New Orleans as Texas. 





amendment had reference to the system of dis- || He spoke at some length on the importance of | 
y | p D P 


cipline in the Navy; and upon this branch Mr. H. | 
descanted at some length. 
called to order b 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, who objected to the || tion of his allotted hour. 
reading of various documents which Mr. H. pro- || Mr. SCHENCK next obtained the floor, and 
duced on the subject of flogging in the Navy. 

Mr. DOUGLAS next obtained the floor, and 
replied to the remarks of his colleague, [Mr. Har- 
Dix, Who, he jocularly observed, notwithstanding 
ig recent exhibition of irritation, was naturally 
&veryamiable man. His colleague was laboring 
under a very serious provocation, growing out 
of his disappointment. He had lost his first- 
born political speech. And although the reso- 
lution offered by another colleague of his [Mr. 
Wextworru] was intended to relieve him from 

disappointment, by authorizing him to strike 


Texas to this Unionas a market for our produce; 
He was repeatedly | and was continuin 





+ 


sub-Treasury. 








though he took the ground that it was ours, and | 


Mr. HARDIN asked if Mr. Calhoun had not | 
Mr. DOUGLAS said he was speaking of Mr. | 
Mr. HARDIN asked if it was not known that | 


that Mr. Clay offered to give up half that terri- | 
»y his colleague; | 
and hence there was reason to fear, if Mr. Clay | 


gon. He then proceeded to notice other portions | 


Spain. Texas (he said) ought to be reannexed | 
to this Union; and it should be done at once, by || 


ation; and the gentleman from Massachusetts | 
[Mr. Apams] has avowed that he would not go | 
He differed | 
He would give his vote | 


the discussion of that sub- || 
ject, when the Chairman announced the termina- || 


proceeded to comment on the speech of the gen- || 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Dovexas,] and the || 
opinions of Governor Polk, charging inconsist- || 
ency on the Democratic party in the support of || 
Mr. Polk, to whom he attributed doctrines in op- || 
position to protection of American labor to the |, 


Mr. PAYNE reiterated the explanation he be- 
fore gave of Governor Polk’s opinion on the taxing || 3 
power for revenue purposes. Governor Polk, he | reported; and recommended its passage. 
said, went to any extent in the exercise of the |! 


Mr. SCHENCK supposed, then, this was but 
a clap-trap set to catch northern gulls; and when 
it was found that twenty per cent. afforded pro- 
tection, it must go down. The Democracy avowed 
themselves opposed to banks. Why did they not 
put down the banks of the District, when the 
opportunity was afforded to them? When the 
question came up they refused to vote, or skulked 

| behind the Speaker’s chair. Mr. S. adverted to 
the remarks of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 

Doveas,] in reference to General Harrison, and 

defended him against the charge of disagreeing 
with the leading and avowed principles ofthe Whig 
arty. 
Mr. BELSER next addressed the committee, 
vindicating the Democratic party from the charge 
of inconsistency. He went oyer the prominent 
| principles embraced in the Democratic creed, and 
| illustrated and defended them—quoting, as he pro- 

ceeded, the resolutions of the Baltimore Demo- 
| cratic convention, on which he descanted approv- 

ingly. He spoke particularly of the Texan treaty, 
and of the position of Governor Polk, who, with 
| Dallas, he said, would triumphantly carry Ala- 

bama, and, in all human poolialiliay, Georgia, too, 
together with all the southern States. 

Mr. RATHBUN obtained the floor, but gave 
way for a motion to rise; which was agreed to, 
and the committee rose and reported progress. 

The House then adjourned. 





| 
j 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. MURPHY: Petition of Charles Johnson, who 
has become permanently disabled by reason of exposure 
on duty in the Florida war, on board the steamer Major 
| Dade, praying that he may be allowed such back pension 
| as he would have been entitled to if the law of 1837 had not 
been modified or repealed ; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Naval Affairs. ’ 

By Mr. BUFFINGTON: Petition of Lucius Hull, of In- 
diana county, Pennsylvania, praying that a patent may be 
| issued to him for the invention of an artificial marble made 
from lime, subject to the conditions in the petition men- 
tioned; which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. WOODWARD: Proceedings of a public meeting 
of the town of Camden, in the State of North Carolina, in 
|| favor of the annexation of Texas to the United States. 





| 
| 
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Mr. HUGER presented the memorial and pro- 
|| ceedings of a meeting of the citizens of St. John’s, 


'| Colleton district, South Carolina, praying for the 
|| reannexation of Texas to the United States; which 


\| were laid on the table. 





| Also, a memorial from citizens of Beaufort, 
| South Carolina, praying for the annexation of 
Texas to the Duited States; which was laid on 
|| the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented the petition of a 
| number of citizens of Louisiana, praying for the 
establishment of mail routes between the mouth 
of Red river and New Carthage, and between Vi- 
delia and Providence, in the same county; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Commiitee on 


} 
| 


amount of one dollar, and also opposition to the || Public Lands, reported back} with an amendment, 


|| the bill referred to it authorizing the issue of 
|| patents for certain landsin St. Augustine district, 
| Florida, the sales of which were not regularly 


Mr. W. also, from the same committee, re- 
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ported back the House bill referred to it, author- | 
izing the entry of certain lands occupied by branch | 
| 


i 


pilots of New Orleans, Louisiana, withoutamesd- | 
nent; and recommended its passage. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, on behalf of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported back the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, recently referred 
to that committee, relative to the substitution of 
gas for oil in light-houses, and asked to be dis- | 
charged from its further consideration. 

The committee was accordingly discharged. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| 


|| report incomplete, by withholding these three 


Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on || 


Pensions, reported back two House bills—one 
for the relief of Frederick Hopkins, and the other | 
for the relief of Jane McGuire, widow of Thomas 
MeGuire—both accompanied by adverse reports; 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which had been referred the joint 
resolution relative to alotof ground atSandusky, 
in the State of Ohio, asked that the committee be 
discharged from its further consideration, and 
that the joint resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, | 
reported back the House bill transferring the ex- | 
ecution of a certain act relating to the removal of 
the pension agency from Kentucky to Ohio, (Cin- | 
cinnati,) from the Secretary of the Navy to the | 
Secretary of War, and recommended its passage. | 

On motion of Mr. B., the bill was taken up, 
read, and passed. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, reported back, with an amendment, the | 
Pea Patch Island bill, which was recommitted | 
yesterday. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Joshua | 
Kennedy, of Alabama, withan amendment merely | 


filling up the blank left for the sum. 
| 





On his motion, the bill was taken up, and the || 


amendment was adopted—the bill then taking its | 
place on the Calendar. 


i 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the || 


Judiciary, to whom had been referred the House 
bill amendatory of the act relating to the election 
of President and Vice President, reported the same 
with amendments, (the effect of which would be | 


| the House of Representatives, were taken up, 


| Elliott, jr., of Fulton county, Illinois, was read 


- || the third time, and passed. 
The reference was accordingly made. | 





| 
} 


} 


to postpone the operation of the bill till after the || 
next presidential election.) The amendments were 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings, to whom was referred the petition of | 
Daniel Pettibone, in relation to hot air stoves, 
reported back the same, and asked to be dis- | 
charged from its further consideration. 

The committee were discharged accordingly. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, to whom had been referred sundry me- 


| pone, and allowing those bills to be disposed of. | 


morials on the subject, reported a bill for the || 


payment of certain arrearages said to be due to | 
the Stockbridge tribe of Indians, and for other | 
purposes; which bill, at his request, was read a | 
first time, and ordered to a second reading. 


| 


HARBOR IN LAKE MICHIGAN. 1 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said there were two little 
bills for harbor improvements in Lake Michigan, 
which he hoped the Senate would consent to take | 
up. 

The PRESIDENT said there were resolutions 
offered yesterday which had precedence of the 
Calendar. ; 

PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

The following order, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Pueups, was then taken up and adopted: 

Ordered, That five thousand additional copies of the | 
annual report of the Commissioner of Patents, communi- 
cated to Congress at the present session, be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 


CALL FOR INFORMATION. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Ancuer yester- 
day was also adopted, being as follows: 
Resolved, ‘That the President be requested, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, to communicate to the 
Senate the correspondence between the late minister of the 
United States in Mexico and the Minister of Foreign Af 
fairs of that Republic, upon the subject of an order issued 
by the Mexican Government, expelling all natives of the 


United States from Upper California and other departments || 





CAPTAIN CRAM’S REPORT. 
Mr. WHIT Easked,and obtained leave, by unan- 

imous consent, to submit « motion, the object of 
which was to have the three remaining maps, out | 
of the twenty-six accompanying Captain Cram’s | 
report on the subject of improving the navigation 
of the Fall’s of the Ohio river, printed along with 
the twenty-three already ordered to be printed, as 
it was not, he thought, worth while to have the 


maps, the cost of printing which would not ex- 
ceed, he understood, seventy-five dollars. 
No objection being made, the maps were 
ordered to be printed. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
Several bills and joint resolutions, received from 


read a first and second time, and referred to appro- 
priate standing committees. 
BILLS PASSED. 
The engrossed bill for the relief of William | 


Also, the engrossed bill authorizing the register 





GLOBE. 


LEO 
| proceeding first with the Senate bills on the Ca 
| endar, and he should at once acquiesce jn th ; 
| suggestion if, if the present instance, there wor id 
| not be at least some show of discourtesy after th 
vote just taken, in refusing to the Senator fro Y 
Connecticut the indulgence which had heretofore 
been accorded to every Senator who had asked it 
He should vote for the Senator’s motion now. 
but with this notice, that hereafter he would inva. 
riably, at one o’clock, move to go into executive 
session, and should not yield to any request to 
waive that motion, no matter from whom it came 
or for what object it was made. He gave this no. 
tice that his refusal should not in future be deemed 
a discourtesy. / 
Mr. CRITTENDEN asked what necessity was 
there for this haste about these harbor bills} Did 
| not one of those already passed contain appropri- 
| ations for those lakes? 


| Mr. HUNTINGTON said not for the territory 
| 
| 


June 4 


on Lake Michigan. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN could see no reason why 
| this subject should claim precedence above all other 
public business, even business of great national 
| importance. He certainly thought there were 





of the British bark purchased by James Wilson. 
HARBOR IN LAKE MICHIGAN. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to postpone the 


previous business, with a view of taking up the 
two House bills (Nos. 240 and 241) making ap- 
eer for the harbor improvements in Lake 
Michigan. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the previous business would 
not be postponed. ‘These were House bills that 
could be acted upon at any time. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON assured the Senator they 
would cause no delay—they would be passed at 
once. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN would vote for postpon- 
ing all other business, with a view of going into 
executive session; and hoped that would be the 
condition of the motion to postpone. 

The PRESIDENT snpieinid that they would 
be distinct motions. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN would then move to lay | 
the motion of the Senator from Connecticut on | 
| the table; and, if his motion prevailed, he would | 


move to go into executive session. 

Mr. ALLEN understanding the Senator’s ob- 
ject to be to lay the motion to postpone on the 
table, with a view of going forthwith into execu- 
tive session, called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that nothing would 
be gained by this delay; perhaps some time would 
be saved by acquiescing in the motion to post- 


The question was then taken on Mr. Critten- 
DEN’s motion to lay the motion to postpone the 
previous business on the table; and it was nega- 
tived—yeas 17, nays 20. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 


Spent the previous business, and taking up the | 


louse bill entitled ** An act making ‘appropria- 
tions for certain improvements on the western 
shore of Lake Michigan,”’ 

Mr. EVANS hoped the motion would not pre- 
vail. As he had remarked before, the House 


bills could be passed any time; they could be dis- | 


oes of within the last three daysof the session. 
| Not so with regard to Senate bills, which have 


not only to be considered, and probably many 
debated and amended, but to go to the House, 
and, if there amended, returned to the Senate. It 
was best to go on with the Senate bills on the 
Calendar first. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON wished itto beunderstood || 
that his motion was made with a view of carrying 


out what had been begun by the prompt action of 


| the Senate on the two harbor bills, of which the 


j 
| 
| 
i 
| 


two small bills now to be disposed of formed a 
part; but being territorial bills they have been 
separated from the large harbor bills. The same 
reasons which were urged in favor of speedy ac- 


| tion on the harbor bills, applied with equal force 
| to these small bills. 
| should be commenced early in the seasion, so as 


Whatever was to be done 


to be completed before the winter sets in; and at 


of the Mexican Republic ; and also the correspondence be- | this advanced period of the year, there was nota 


tween the said American Minister and the Mexican Minis- | 
ter of Foreign Affairs, upon the order prohibiting foreigners 
the privilege of the retail trade in Mexico, and which has 
taken place subsequently to that heretofore communicated 
io Congress on the same subject. 


| 





day to be lost. 
Mr. ARCHER thought there was great force 


| and propriety in the suggestion of the Senator 


from Maine, as to the necessity which exists for 


| many bills on the Calendar of more importance— 
| bills that probably would demand time to dispose 

of. Now, if these two little bills are so perfectly 
plain and reasenable that they will pass the mo- 
ment they are read, there can be no danger what- 
ever in letting them stand on the Calendar till they 
are reached in their proper order. Without some 
systematic mode of proceeding, it would be im- 
possible to get through the business in time, par- 
ticularly if these incessant appeals were yielded 
to for setting aside the general orders with a view 
of taking up every little favorite measure of this 
| kind. He should vote against the motion. And 
he would now give notice that every day, till the 
| business in hand in executive session is disposed 
of, he would, the moment the Journal was read 
| at eleven o’clock, move tu go into executive ses- 
sion, with a view of expediting the public busi- 
ness. 

Mr. BATES, although favorable to those two 
bills, would vote against the motion to take them 
up now; for he was averse to any interference 
with the business to be disposed of in executive 
session—business of vastly more importance thar, 
these little harbor bills. 

Mr. TALLMADGE had indulged the hope 
that there would be no sort of objection to pass- 
| ing these bills as part of the measure adopted in the 
|| two general harbor bills already passed. They 
, were separated from them because they were ter- 
' ritorial bills; and he thought it was the under- 

standing that, as soon as the harbor bills were 

disposed of, these little bills would be taken up 
_and also disposed of at once, and for the same 
_reasons. They were of much consequence to the 
| commerce of the lakes, and ought to be acted 
| upon without delay. E 
| ‘The question was then taken; and the motion 
to postpone the previous business was negatived 
| —ayes 13, noes 16. 
| 





. EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to proceed to the 


consideration of executive business. 
Mr. ALLEN suggested that it would be great 
impolicy, at this late period of the session, to de- 
| vote most of the remaining time to one subject, to 
the utter neglect of all the unfinished business of 
|| the Calendar. He pointed out many important 
| public bills yet to be acted upon, such as that reg- 
|| ulating the election of electors for President and 


| 





Vice President. Already had the Senate resolved 

upon making executive business the special order 
|| at one o’clock, till that business was disposed of, 
| leaving the hours from eleven to one for advanc- 
|| ing the general orders. Was it not time enough 
| to go into executive session at one o’clock upon 
| a subject which now could not last much longer 
under debate ? He did not believe there was enough 
|| of importance atiaced to the pending subject— 
|| the treaty—to justify the while attention of the 
| Senate being given to it, to the utter neglect of all 
| the other business of the session, now to be set- 
tled within the present and the next week. It 
| seemed to him to be unreasonable to ask the two 

hours allowed for the morning business to be 

devoted to this subject. The subject (the treaty) 

had to be decided this week or next week, but 

upon what particular day could make no possi 


1944. 
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EEE 
ye difference. It would be as good to decide 


n it one day as another. It was certainly due 

o the country that its general legislation should 

ot be suspended so as to compel its being acted 
goon hastily, 1n perhaps a single day, at the close 
of the session. . ; 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had precisely the same 
abject in view that the Senator from Ohio ex 
pressed himself in favor of—the limitation of the 
ime of the Senate to this question in executive 
gssion, and the advancement of the general busi- 
yess of the Calendar; and he believed his mode 
if reaching that object would be most effectual. 
qe desired the Senate to devote its time, for a day 
pr two, exclusively to the matter in hand in ex- 
xutive session; and they would dispose of it in 
shat way much sooner than by taking it up piece- 
peal every day at one o’clock. 

Mr. ARCHER was sorry he could not concur 
yith the honorable Senator from Kentucky, see- 
ing that his wishes were so intensely fixed upon 
his plan of proceeding. But there were many 
sonsiderations opposed to such an imperious rule 
ssthat suggested. Hitherto, there had been com- 
paratively very few House bills sent to the Sen- 
se; now that the session draws to its close, there 
have been many, and there will doubtless be many 
more. It would be very extraordinary if the Sen- 
sie would, by its own voluntary act, preclude it- 
giffrom deliberate action on these measures of 
grave legislation. These bills will all consume 
ume; they may want amendments—in which 
ase they will have to go back to the House, and 
pe returned to the Senate. Now, were the legis- 
lative functions to be annulled, for the sake of 
proceeding with one subject, under a mere ar- 
pirary rule? There was no necessity for it. 
Ample time for attending to that subject was pro- 
vided for by setting apart each day from one 
yelock for its consideration, until disposed of. 
Whatever might be the disposition of the Senate 
in this matter, it would hardly be courteous to 
those who expected to enter the debate to-day at 
one o’clock, to be called upon to do so before that 
hour. He suggested that to-day, at least, the 
motion should be put off till that time. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN assured the Senator from 
Virginia he had no imperious feeling in his sug- 
gestion. 

Mr. ARCHER disclaimed any imputation of 
the kind. 

si CRITTENDEN certainly did not in- 
end -—— 

Mr. ARCHER admitted that perhaps the phrase 
“vehement desire’’ would have better expressed 
his meaning. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN assured the Senator that 
hat vehement desire resulted from his anxiety to 
economize the few remaining days of the session; 
ad he felt that the best mode of accomplishing 
hat object was that which he had suggested. 
The Senate then went into executive session; 
ad, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, June 4, 1844. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he was direeted 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs to report to 
the House a resolution calling upon the President 
of the United States, if not incompatible with the 
public interests, to communicate to this House all 


the correspondence between this Government and | 
the Government of Great Britain, alluded to in his | 


annual message, respecting the duties imposed on 
tough rice exporte 
Great Britain, contrary to the treaty of 1815. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to amend, so as to 
call also for all documents, correspondence, &c., 
in relation to the Texan treaty, if not incompat- 
ible with the public interests. 


Mr.C. J. INGERSOLL desired the gentleman | 


from Tennessee to withdraw his amendment, and 
hot therewith embarrass the resolution which he 
had offered. 

Some conversation ensued, paints of order were 
raised, and an appeal was taken from a decision 
of the Chair by Mr. WHITE. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said he feared, if he with- 
drew his amendment, they should fail to get the 
papersand correspondence in relation to the Texas 
treaty before the House; and he would like to 
have the opinion of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


from the United States to | 


pearl 


Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL gave it as his opinion 
that those papers would be got before the House. 


GLOBE. ° 





Mr. C. JOHNSON then agreed to withdraw his | 


amendment. 
Mr. WHITE withdrew his appeal. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
Mr. McKAY submitted a resolution fixing 


i stencae 
ing his nomination. 
| 


twelve o’clock to-morrow to terminate debate on 


the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHITE hoped one day more wouid be 
allowed. The general debate which was got up 
yesterday would, in all probability, be continued 
through this day; and, that there might be time 
for the discussion of the provisions of this bill, 
he would move to amend the resolution, so as to 
fix two o’clock on Thursday next for the termin- 
| ation of the debate. 


‘as a modification of his resolution. 

Mr. McKAY would not consent to accept the 

|} amendment as a modification. The debate yes- 

| terday, as far as it proceeded, had no relation 

| whatever to the bill before the committee; and 
he could not consent thus to extend the debate on 

general politics. 





his amendment. 


they got to work, the sooner they would get rid 
i! of the bill. 
| question. 
| Mr. HOLMES moved to lay the resolution on 


He therefore moved the previous 


j : ° i 
|| the table; but his motion was not then in order. 
| Mr. HOUSTON made some suggestions in re- 
|| lation to the amendment. 





WELLER, C. J. INGERSOLL, BARNARD, 
and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to lay the res- 
olution on the table; which was negatived, the 
vote being—yeas 57, nays 104. 
| Mr. WHITE then called for the yeas and nays 
| on his amendment, which were ordered; and his 

amendment was negatived—yeas 66, nays 98. 

The resolution of the gentleman from North 

Carolina [Mr. McKay} was then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House re- 
| solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Davis, of Indiana, 
1 in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 
| Mr. RATHBUN, being entitled to the floor, 

proceed to address the committee, reviewing the 








arguments of those who had preceded him in the | 


débate. 

Mr. HOLMES raised the point of order, 
whether, upon a bill involving, as this did, points 
of great importance which ought to be discussed, 


respective merits of the presidential candidates, 


imited. 


properly be considered out of order at this time. 


Mr. RATHBUN proceeded. He glanced at 


| fasten upon Mr. Van Buren the charge of having, 
|| during his administration, saddled upon the coun- 
try a debt which he left to his successors to pay. 
|| After vindicating Mr. Van Buren, he alluded to 


i 





ocratic ranks. They had been denominated by 
their opponents a doomed party; but recently that 
tune was changed. Their denunciations were 
becoming as mild as a summer morning, know- 
ing, as they could not help knowing, that their 
hopes and expectations, heretofore so sanguine, 
were doomed to inevitable disappointment. 


| 
| 
| 





entered into the general discussion on party poli- 
tics; which he justified by the examples which 
had become a precedent, and by the import- 
ance of the contest now approaching. He com- 
mented on the action of the Baltimore National 
Democratic Convention, in the sacrifice of Mr. 


He hoped the gentleman | 
from North Carolina would accept his amendment | 


| 

1} 

| Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, said the sooner | 
| 


it was in order for the gentleman to discuss the | 


Mr. WHITE made some remarks in favor of |! 


Some conversation ensued between Messrs. || 





articularly as the time for discussion had been | 
| “The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 


| and decided that, as this course of debate had | 
always heretofore been tolerated, it could not | 


the allusions that had been made to Mr. Van | 
Buren, and the attempt by the gentleman from | 
North Carolina, [Mr. Curveman,] and others, to || 


the alleged dissensions and divisions inthe Dem- | 


Mr. SUMMERS next obtained the floor, and || 


|| western settlers on the public lands. 
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potential, and then the union of the party on 


| Governor Polk, after the desperate conflict of 


dissensions which had marked the period preced- 
He compared the Demo- 
| cratic party to two shipwrecked mariners, who 

were clinging to a plank on the tempest-tossed 


| ocean, each struggling to obtain exclusive posses- 


| sion to the destruction of the other, as the only 


| means of salvation; but, when providentially 


| washed ashore, embracing each other, and uni- 
| tedly singing hosannas in a transport of joy. 
He then alluded to the debate of yesterday, in 
which Governor Polk’s opinions on a protective 
tariff were broughtinto review; and onthat branch 


| 
} 
| of the subject he entered at great length, distin- 


| guishing the Clay and Frelinghuysen ticket as the 
ticket of the protectionists, and that of Polk and 
Dallas as the ticket of the free-trade anti-protec- 
tionists. He then proceeded to make some re- 
marks on the annexation of Texas; on which he 
was speaking when his hour expired. 

Mr. HOUSTON next took the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee. He exhibited the diserep- 
ancies between the statements of various members 
of the Whig party regarding the expenditures of 
Mr. Van Buren’s administration. He did not 
undertake to defend Mr. Van Buren; it was not 
necessary that he should do so; it was sufficient 
for him to show that the statements of their oppo- 
nents were as various as the individuals making 
them. 

Mr McCLERNAND next addessed the com- 
mittee, going over the prominent political topics 
which had been introduced into this debate, but 
dwelling particularly on the history and charac- 
ter of Mr. Clay, the presidential candidate of the 
Whig party. His most prominent topics were 
the ruthless dismissals from office under the 
leadership of Mr. Clay, after the accession of 
General Harrison; his dictatorial legislative con- 
trol; his disregard of the will of the people, and 
the violation of the instructions of his State Legis- 
lature in relation to the infamous bankrupt law. 
| Ele also commented on Mr. Clay’s opposition to 
the annexation of Texas—a measure which he 
deemed of inestimable importance to this coun- 
try; and on Mr. Clay’s position on the Oregon 
question, together with his denunciation of the 
With these, 
and many other kindred topics, he consumed the 
hour allowed to him. 

Mr. PEYTON commenced by aeulogium upon 
Henry Clay. That distinguished sthletman bad 
_ been characterized by his enemies as a Caesar, a 
| Caligula, a Cromwell; but where was the proof? 

Mr. Clay was in favor of the majority he, but 
modern Democracy was in favor of the rule of a 
| singleman. Who wasthe Cesar? who the Calig- 
| ula? What was the result of the Democratic con- 
vention which assembled expressly to nominate 
Mr. Van Buren? The result was, thata man was 
nominated who had heretofore been considered, 
by his own party, as a second or third rate man. 
This nomination was probably made with the ex- 
pectation of securing the aid and assistance of the 
old hero of the Hermitage, the nominee being re- 
lated to the wife ofthat venerable man. But with 
what correctness they had calculated, would per- 
haps appear from the fact, that he had himself 
been triumphantly elected within a pistol shot of 
the Hermitage. Nay,even the Democrats them- 
selves were incredulous as to his success. A 
member from the State of New York, on this 
floor, had declared in his hearing that there was 
not the slightest prospect of Colonel Polk being 
elected; that he would not receive the electora 
vote of a single State, except, perhaps, of South 
| Carolina, and that would depend upon the caprice 
| of John C. Calhoun. 

Mr. STETSON called upon the gentleman 
| from Tennessee to designate the member from 
New York to whom he alluded. 

Mr. PEYTON said he would refer the gentle- 
toa Democratic friend of his—Mr. Brac, of 
South Carolina. 

Mr. STETSON insisted on being informed by 

the gentleman himself. 
| Mr. PEYTON said he would not be further 
, interrupted. Theconvention nominated—whom? 
|| A man not deemed by his own friends qualified 
|| for a much lower office. They had brought out 
|| for the four-mile heat a spavined, ring-boned, 


Van Buren, by the adoption of the two-thirds || string-halt, broken-winded, bob-tailed pony, to 


| rule, whereby the voice of the minority becomes || run against the great Eclipse. 


(Laughter, and 
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** Your Eclipse never won a heat yet!’”’] It was i] 


a match well calculated to excite ridicule. On 
the one hand, a man who was identified with all 
the great leading measures of the country—a man 
who was every inch a man—a man who stands a 
head and shoulders higher than any other man; 
and, on the other hand, a man who had nothing 
to recommend him, but that he was a protegé of 
General Jackson. 


Mr. SAUNDERS said he had not calculated, | 
when he entered the Hall this morning, to take | 


ze part in the pending debate. He had been 
| 


w) 
left it to others. 
man from Virginia [Mr. Summers] forced him to 


didates, but as to the mode of our selection. Now, 


sir, whatever our friends elsewhere may have had | 


to say on thatsubject, he thought our opponents, 
neither here nor elsewhere, had any right to in- 
terfere. Select whom we might, or in whatever 
way, it was not expected to command the appro- 
bation of their political leaders. But he was not 
surprised at the opposition of the Whigs to the 
two-thirds principle. It was that great consery- 
ative principle, as ingrafted in the Constitution, 
which had hitherto saved the country from so 
much mischief at their hands. It will be recol- 
lected the two-thirds principle was adopted at the 
first Democratic convention which nominated 
General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, in 1832. 
At that very Congress, the bill had passed re- 
chartering that corruptand corrupung institution, 
the old Bank of the United States. It was vetoed 
by General Jackson; and because two thirds of 
Congress could not be found in its favor, it did 
not become alaw. Whatfollowed? Henry oat 


and John Sargeant were brought out as the ban 


candidates, ‘The result was, they had not been | 


able to put the old hero to the trot. 

Again, in 1841, the Whigs, in opposition to 
their promises, had passed a bank bill, which 
President Tyler had vetoed; and because they 
could not command twe thirds of Congress to 
pass the bill, they not only wish to blot out this 
clause of the Constitution, but they hate and de- 
nounce everything that has two thirds in it. But 
the gentieman says our nominations have not 
been well received; and he further said he had 
received a letter from somewhere in the Old Do- 
minion, in which the Democrats had complained 
of the nomination of Governor Polk, and said it 
wasa Whig lie. Now, he did not know who 
the gentleman’s correspondent might be, but he | 


very much suspected he wasa Whig. But, what- | 
ever the gentleman’s letters may say, he held one 
in his hand from a friend in the metropolis of 
Virginia, which told a very different tale. There 
the nominees had been received with joy; and at | 
a public meeting, at which our old friend Ritchie | 
was present, on the annunciation of the names of | 
the nominees, it was hailed with a round of three | 
times three hearty cheers. So much forthe nom- | 
ination of our candidates, the mode of effecting | 
it, and its reception by the Democracy of the | 
country; and as we ourselves are satisfied, it cer- | 
tainly does not become the Whigs to complain. 
The gentleman next asks what we have to say 
for our candidate in regard to the tariff. He goes, 
he says, for Henry Clay and a tariff for protec- 
tion. We go for Poik and a tariff for revenue. 
‘The gentleman and his party are for the loom and 
the spindle; the Democrats are for the ax, the | 
spade, and the plow. They seek to advance the 
interest of the manufacturer alone; we desire to | 
take care of the interest of the farmer of the North, 
the agriculturist of the West, and the planter of 
the South. With these objects and designs, we 
are prepared to go before the country. But the | 
gentleman from Virginia denounces the resolu- | 
tions recently adopted at a Democratic meeting | 
in Richmond, denouncing a bank anda protect- | 
ive tariff. He had not expected to hear a denun- 
ciation of such resolutions as these from that | 
scurce. Has the gentleman so soon forgotten the | 
address and resolutions of the great Virginia | 
Whig convention of 1840? Then we were told 
that the Whigs of that State and their candidate, | 
Colonel Harrison, were opposed to a bank and | 
a tariff for protection. If the gentleman has for- 
gotten these things, let him consult hiscolleague, 
(Mr. Newron,] who will tell him that, in poli- 
tics as in other transactions, honesty is the best 


| 
| 


ing, whether profitable or unprofitable, to have | 
But the remarks of the gentle- | 





1] 
| 


a 


nolicy. But how long isit since the gentleman 
ecome so warm an advocate for a tariff? 
What has awakened this new-born zeal? Did 
he vote for the tariff of 1842? The gentleman says 
he did not, because it did not contain the distri- 
bution clause. Then it was distribution the gen- 
tleman wanted, and not the tariff. Mr. Chair- 
| man, what a strange inconsistency does the Whig 
arty exhibit on this subject! In 1842, not a 
Vhig from the States of Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, Georgia, or Alabama, voted for the tariff in 
| either branch of the national Legislature, save 


' 
| 


ure. Then they went for revenue; now they seem 
to think of nothing, and to care for nothing, but 
the manufacturer. 

And now, sir, let me say a word of this distri- 


bution bill, which gentlemen have so much at | 


heart. In 1837-38, the Whig party were in a 
majority in the Legislature of his State. They 


old States for the bene 


itof the new. The two 


, the Whig Senators from the State came in; and 
| these gentlemen both voted for the distribution, 
|| containing this preémption principle. And pray, 
|| what excuse is rendered for this gross act of in- 
|| consistency? Mr. S. said he found it stated bya 
|| Whig paper (the Fayettesville Observer) that the 
|| Whig candidate for Governor in North Carolina, 
|| and whohad been one of those Whig Senators, had 
|| said that those preémption bills ** were as unlike as 
| amonkey was unlike a man;’’ that the Democratic 
bill was for the benefit of the speculator, whilst 
the Whig measure was for the benefit of the ac- 





| may be asked, why has this subject been intro- 
| duced here? Mr. S. would answer, and say why 
| he desired to introduce it here: because he desired 
western Whigs, who understood this subject 








| wrong; for he asserted in their presence, and chal- 


| fact, the act of 1842 actually extended rather than 
restrained the restrictions of the act of 1838. ‘The 
act of 1838 declared that every actual settler of the 
| public lands, being the head of a family, or over 

twenty-one years of age, who was in possession, 
and a Sonal 


| &c., to a quarter section at the Government price. 


|| It further requires that the claimant shall swear 


| ** he entered upon the land in his own right, and 

: 3, 

exclusively for his own use and benefit;’’ and if 

he ** he swears falsely in the pees he shall 

be subject to all the pains and penalties of per- 
’ 


jury.”” So much for the Democratic law, which | 


is charged to be fer the benefit of the speculator. 
Now for the Whig jaw of 1842: * That from and 


after the passage of this act, every person, being || 
the head of a family, or widow, or single man | 


over the age of twenty-one years, and being a 
citizen of the United States, or having filed his 
declaration of intention to become a citizen, &c., 
and who has or shall erect a dwelling thereon, 


shall be authorized to enter,’’&c. Now, sir, if | 


there be any difference, it is for the benefit of the 
_ foreigner, and not the poor American citizen. Mr. 
S. said he called upon gentlemen from the West 
to say if, practically, the act of 1838 was more 
advantageous to the speculator than the act of 
1842. From them he understood there had been 
no difference in the operation of the two meas- 
ures, 
Having thus followed the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia, he desired to notice another important mat- | 


ter to which that gentleman had referred, and that 
was the question of Texas. The gentleman com- 
menced by denouncing the treaty—why, or where- 
fore, he did not tell us. He said he was for an- 
nexation ata proper time. Did he tell us when? 
No; but he said he was for it when it could be 
obtained without violating our treaties with Mex- 


ico. He did say, what he was glad to hear, that | 


he protested against any interference in this ques- 
tion by foreign Powers. It was a question that 
belongs to Mexico, Texas, and the United States 
alone; that he was willing to resist any attempt 
‘on the part of England to colonize Texas. Thus 


only one in Virginia, and one in North Carolina; | 
and now every man of them, save one from Geor- | 


| gia, vote against every modification of that meas- | 
say a few words in reply. The gentleman from | 
Virginia not only objects to our Democratic can- | 


| then passed resolutions, denouncing, among other | 
| things, the preémption a as robbing the | 


Democratic Senators from the State voted against | 
the preémption bill of 1838. They went out, and | 


tual settler—the poor man. Mr. Chairman, it | 


practically, to put him rightif he stated what was | 


lenged contradiction, that, so far from being the | 


eeptr, by personal residence there- || 
| on, at the time of the passage of this act, and for || 
|| four months next preceding, shall be entitled,”’ 
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|| far the gentleman spoke like an American: and h 
|| would say he was as unwilling to see En | ; 
_ touch any of our soil in Oregon, as he was pe 
_ her take possession of Texas. But Mr.§ be —- 
to ask the gentleman from Virginia dist 
whether his northern Whig friends woy| 
him in that declaration? He heard no response j 
| the affirmative. So Mr. Clay had said he on id 
go to war rather than England should take : 
session of Texas. Will he tell us, or will ms of 
his northern friends tell us, if they will sustain be 
th 


inet] . 
d bon 


in that; and whether a respectable portion of he 
northern Whigs will not say, ‘* No?” 

But Mr. 8. would inquire of the gentleman from 
Virginia, when was it this new zeal fortreaties was 
awakened in the breast of his great leader? Did 
he feel it in 1825, when he proposed to purchase 
Texas of Mexico, long alas the independence 
of Mexico was acknowledged by Spain? We 
then had the same treaty stipulations with Spain 
the mother country, we now have with Mexico, 
There was a much stronger effort then making by 
Spain to recover Mexico than there is by the latter 
power to regain Texas. 

But he begged to call the attention of the gen. 
tleman from Virginia and of the committee to an. 
other important transaction, having a direct bear. 
ing on this question. In 1812 a law was passed 
by Congress fixing the limits and organizing the 
government of Louisiana as a State. At the same 
session a bill was also introduced and passed ex. 
tending the limits of the State of Louisiana. How 
extending her limits? By including any part of 
the territory acquired by the treaty of 1803? No, 
sir; but by taking into the State of Louisiana 
part of the acknowledged and admitted territory 
of old Spain; a territory which had been taken, 
not by purchase or treaty, but by conquest—b 
actual force. Yes, this territory, then acquired, 
as he was informed by his friend from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Dawson,] now formed his congressional dis- 
trict. That bill passed the Senate, where it was 
first introduced, by yeas 21, nays 5; and these 
five were all Federalists.* Did you hear anything 
|| then of treaty obligations—of war? No; and you 
|| would hear nothing of it now, but for the influ- 
|| ence of this respectable portion of the Union, But 
| he desired to understand the gentleman from Vir- 
|| ginia, as he did not get through with his propo- 
'| sition before the expiration of his hour. 
| [Here Mr. 8. gave way to Mr. Summers for 
'| an explanation. 

Mr. SAUNDERS resumed, and said he thus 
understood the gentleman, and that was, that gen- 
|| tleman sonal that the friends of Texas should 
| first pass a resolution declaring that Texas should 
|| be left to continue or forbid the introduction of 
|| slaves into the States which might be hereafter 
| formed, as they should think fit; in other words, 
|| that we should settle the question in advance, and 
| not have another Missouri question. 

'| The gentleman proposes to get up a Missouri 
|| question now, to prevent its arising hereafter. 
| We answer—or, at least, he, for one, denied this 
power of imposing restrictions to the pois of 
\| the South. But if the gentleman fram Virginia is 
|| prepared, as a southern man, to bring forward 
|| such a proposition, let him do it; and we shall see 
how many of his northern friends will stand by 
‘| him. He very much feared this was only an 
effort to embarrass the question of annexation, 
|| and might be intended to relieve certain gentle- 
‘| men from the false position they now occupied 
| in regard to the question. However that.may 
|| be, we shall see and judge for ourselves when the 
|| proposition is submitted. : 
|| e should here leave the gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia; and he had but a word for the gentleman 








from Tennessee, [Mr. Perron.] That gentle- 
man had referred to several old newspaper docu- 
ments to prove who had been Federalists and 
were now Democrats. He said he intended to 
use this as Whig ammunition. Mr. S. desired 
to give the gentleman a single reference, and that 
| was to the Journal of the House, on the resolu- 





| * A bill to extend the limits of Louisiana. On the ques- 
| tion, Shall it pass? those who voted in the affirmative 
| were Messrs, Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell, Condict, 
|| Cutts, Gilliard, Giles, Gilman, Gregg, Howell, Le ae 
| Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. , 

| | Nays—Messrs. Dana, Goodrich, Lambert, Lloyd, and 
| Read. (Senate Journal, p. 98, December, 1812.) 

The bill passed the House of Representatives without & 





| 
! division; Henry Clay, Speaker. 
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jjon of thanks offered to Henry Clay, when leav- it was the true Democratic doctrine. They wanted ! court ofthe District of Columbia, and subsequently affirmed 


ing the Speaker’s chair as a minister to Ghent. || only a tariff for revenue. (Do you want no pro- 
ymongst the fourteen who voted against that res- || tection for iron?} We never had, and I doubt 


i by the Supreme Court of the United States. This judg- 


| ment having been rendered on account of transactions 


|} with the Post Office Department, and Mr. H. having been 


jution, the gentleman from Tennessee would || whether we will, ever want anything more than 


gd the name of Daniel Webster, now one of the | 


_ptieman’s great Whig leaders. He heard with | 
‘ret the gentleman speak in such humbling and | 


sparaging terms of James K. Polk. He cer-| mestic fabricator, to such an extent that neither || 


ainty did not object to the gentleman’s praise of 
Henry Clay; but he had thought, as Mr. Polk 
iad ynce been the Governor of the gentleman’s 
gate, elected by the people, silence, if the gen- 
jeman could not have praised, would the better 
yave become a Tennesseean. 

He had but a word to say of James K. Polk. 
He had met that gentleman in Congress in 1825. 
fis private character was free from blemish. 
He was possessed of fine talents, untiring ind ustry 
yd perseverance; and whatever gentlemen might 
ay to disparage him, the man who had occupied 


se stations James K. Polk had done in that 


House was no ordinary man. First a member || 
ofthe Committee on Foreign Affairs; chairman || 


ofthe Ways and Means; Speaker of the House, 
yith an Opposition to contend againstas talented 
wdas bitter as had ever appeared within this 
Hall; and yet James K. Polk sustained himself 
yith honor and credit in the estimation of his 
fiends. He was forced to refer to an article 
vhich appeared in this morning’s Globe, over the 


signature of J.C. Rives, one of the editors. This, | 
ye did with reluctance. He understood himself, | 


ss the person alluded to, ‘* who was lying on the 
gttee behind the Speaker’s chair, while the vote 
yas taking on the (tariff) bill.”’ Mr. S. would 
oly say, if Mr. Rives thought he saw him on 
the settee behind the Speaker’s chair, he was 
nistaken. Mr. 8. voted for one or two amend- 
nents, others he voted against, and on some he 


did not vote atall. He refrained from doing so, || 


pot because he was indifferent to the fate of the 
bill, but because these amendments were moved 
by political friends, who desired to carry them in 
Committee of the Whole, so that they might have 
the yeas and nays on them in the House, which 
they could not have, if the previous question 
should be moved, unless they had been adopted 
incommittee. Mr. S. only ‘regretted, that after 
arrying these amendments gentlemen who had 
wied for them there, voted in the House to lay 
the bill on the table. 

The same article referred to him as a southern 
fiend of Mr. Calhoun. He desired now to say, 
whatever he may have been, we have no longer 
nour ranks Calhoun men and Van Buren men; 
these distinctions were now gone; these lines 
were now blotted out. We should now rally as 
Democrats, and march under its banner as one 
nan, fighting a common enemy. And he was 
prepared to say, whether Calhoun mien or Van 
wren men, damn him who faltered in the contest. 


Before he sat down, he would notice a remark.|| 


with which he had been taunted on his return from 
Baltimore; and that was, whether he had ven- 
wred to pledge North Carolina. He had not 
represented North Carolina in the convention, 
but he had represented the county where James 
K. Polk was born, (Mecklenburg.) He had ven- 
red, and he now renewed the pledge, that that 
tounty, whose inhabitants had stood by their 


country in 1775, who had voted for Jefferson in | 
the great civil revolution of 1800, for James Mad- 
ison in 1812, for Andrew Jackson in 1828, and | 
for Martin Van Buren in 1840, would sustain | 


her son, James K. Polk, and George M. Dallas, 
with a triumphant majority in 1844. This pledge 
he made, and had no fear that it would be faith- 
fully redeemed. 

_Mr. BIDLACK agreed with the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Summers] that the custom of dis- 
cussing irrelevant topics when particular meas- 
ues were before the Committee of the Whole, 
was one which would be ‘* more honored in the 
breach than in the observance;’’ but as these 
topics had been introduced by a colleague of his, 
(Mr. Morais,] it was perhaps right that he should 
make some few observations thereon. He then 
indulged in a commentary on the remarks ef pre- 
teding speakers. Gentlemen on the other side 
Were very much astonished that Democrats should 

induced to vote for a man who, according to 
their own showing, entertained the same princi- 
ples and opinions as their own boasted leaders. 
Colonel Polk was in favor of a revenuc tariff; and 


| requested to give the memorial Wat direction, it was re- 


a revenue rate of duties oniron. He wasin favor ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and*Post Roads, 


of such a rate of duties as would keep up a com- 
petition between the foreign producer and’the do- 


the one nor the other would have it in his power 
to impose upon the consumer. This he consid- 
ered good and sound Democratic doctrine. Yes, | 
and for this he had the highest authority in the 
letter which had been read to-day from General | 
Jackson himself. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Peyton] had said that Governor Polk 
had never been known to swerve a hair’s breadth 


By Mr. BLACKWELL: The petition of George W. 


| Rice and one hundred and twenty-two others, praying for 
the establishment of a post route from Battle Creek, Ten- 


nessee, by way of Rice’s Ferry, on the Tennessee river, 


| William H. Chester’s, Esq., Levi Cash’s, to Lebanon, 
| Alabama; which was reterred to the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 5, 1844. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Sinus, the: dnételnen.et Clonmel: Jeaeeen ned: be Senate a communication from the Treasury De- 
: > |i . 


took it for granted, therefore, that he would still 
stand up to them. 
|| It was an unfortunate comparison that was || 
|| made by the gentleman from Tennessee, of the || 
|| candidate of the Democratic party to a pony, and || 
of his own to a successful racer, Eclipse, when | 
| it was remembered that as often as the Eclipse 
| had been brought into the field, he had been dis- | 
| tanced; and on one occasion, in 1840, was even | 
| deemed unworthy to enter the course at all. || 
| {[Laughter.] Mr. B. proceeded in a jocular view 
| to exhibit the inconsistency of Mr. Clay. 
|| Mr. FOOTE obtained the floor, and addressed 
|| the committee during the allotted hour, confining || 
himself chiefly to the subject of promises and | 
pledges; first, those of the Whig party, which he | 
| maintained were yet certain of accomplishment, | 
| although hitherto they had been deterred from | 
| carrying out their policy by adverse circum- 
| stances. When that policy came to be fairly 
| tested, its incalculable ceeds would be felt and 
appreciated; and secondly, the promises of the || 
| Democratic party, the fulfillment of which, he |) 
|| declared, had entailed upon the country the most | 
| disastrous consequences. 
Mr. HENLEY obtained the floor; but gave 
way to a motion that the committee rise. ~ 
The votes, being counted by tellers, were—ayes || 
26, noes 65; no quorum voting. || 
The committee rose, and reported that they had | 
found themselves without a quorum. 
Mr. HOGE moved that the House adjourn, 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and or- 
| dered; and being taken, were—yeas 27, nays 69; 
not a quorum. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, moved a call of the || 
House. 
On this motion, the yeas and nays were or- | 
dered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 44, nays | 
ol. | 
Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that when this || 
House adjourns, in adjourn to meet at eight || 
| o’clock, a. m. 
|| Mr. VINTON moved to amend, by striking out | 
eight and inserting four o’clock. 
|| ‘The question being put, it was decided in the |} 
affirmative; but there being no quorum present, || 
the affirmative decision was of no avail. | 
| 
| 
| 


\| 


| 
| 
| 
| 








The House then adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporter by the members presenting them : 
By Mr. C. JOHNSON: The following memorial of the | 
publishers and artists of the city of New York; which was | 
referred to the Committce on the Library: 


To the honorable the House of Representatives of the United 

States: 

We, the memorialists whose names are hereunto affixed, 
pray your honorable body that the publication and illustra- || 
| tion of the results of the exploring expedition may be con- | 
| fined to American talent alone ; and in order to its efficacy, | 
| your memorialists pray that the sub-committee to whom is |) 

intrusted the publication of this great national work may 1] 

be composed of not less than three selected from the Joint || 

Library Committee ; and in order to a fair and honorable 
competition, and to prevent contracts being made by irre- 
| sponsible persons, the said sub-committee cause to be laid 
before them specimens and prices, thereby superseding the || 
| necessity of a superintendent of embellishments, now em- 








| 
' 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
' 
| 
i 
{ 
| 
| 


ployed at a salary of $2,000 per annum. Your memorial- 
ists have reason to believe that foreign artists are now, or || 
have been, already employed in the execution ofthis great 
work. Your memorialists therefore humbly pray that Con- 
_— will see the necessity of passing a resolution to this 
effect. 


| j 
t 


Also, resolutions of the cittzens of Henry county, in the 
| State of Tennessee; and resolutions of the citizens of || 
Hardeman county, praying the reannexation of Texas; || 
which were referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. || 

By Mr. HOPKINS: The memorial of the president and || 
cashier of the Bank of the Metiopolis, in the city of Wash- || 
|| ington, asking for an eran to satisfy a judgment 
i) Obtained by the Bank of the United States, in the circuit | 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


partment, inclosing Professor Morse’s report of 
the completion of the electro-magnetic telegraph, 
from the city of Washington to the city of Balti- 
more, as authorized by the act of March 3, 1843. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, ad interim, in 
making this communication, says: 

“*T beg leave to state that the perfect practicability ofthe 
saytem bas been fully and satisfactorily established by the 
work already completed. The subject is respectfully sub- 
mitted to the consideration of Congress for such further 
directions in the matter as may be deemed expedient.” 


The report details the operations in bringing 


| the experiment to a successful issue, and states 


that, although the estimates were that the cost of 
the conducting wires in pipes would be $583 per 
mile, and on posts $350, the actual cost was con- 
siderably less; and that, of the $30,000 appropri- 
ated by Congress, $3,500 remains unexpended, 
and will probably suffice for current expenses 
until Congress sees fit to extend the experiment. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the communication 


' and report were referred to the Committee on 


Nava! Affairs. 
MEMORIALS. 


Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from the 
town of Norfolk, Virginia, praying for the imme- 
diate annexation of ‘Texas to the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. PEARCE laid before the Senate a memorial 
‘from certain citizens of Cecil county, Maryland, 


|| remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to 


the United States. Mr. P. said that, in addition 
to this remonstrance, the memorialists remark 


| that— 


“ Inasmuch as John Tyler appears so devotedly wedded 
to Texas and her interests, we, your petitioners, do pledge 
ourselves to aid most cheerfully, to the extent of our hum- 
ble abilities, in enabling hig to incorporate himself with 
that Government, yielding to her the honor of possessing 
(in his aceidency) such a distinguished citizen and zealous 
friend, congratulating ourselves upon having found and 
provided for him a field of operation more congenial to bis 
versatile genius, and where his conduct will be better ap- 
preciated than in our plain and honest Republic.” 


He did not know whether these expressions 
were of that offensive character which would 
make it improper to present the memorial. 

The PRESIDENT observed that the memorial 


| could be laid on the table. 


It was accordingly laid on the table. 
GEORGE MAYFIELD. 

Mr. FOSTER, pursuant to notice heretofore 
given, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill for the relief of George Mayfield; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 


| submitted the following reports: 


The bill from’ the House of Representatives, 
making appropriations for the Post Office Depar- 


| ment for the fiscal year, from 30th June, 1844, to 


30th June, 1845, without amendment. A 
The House joint resolution authorizing the 


| transfer of clerks in the Treasury Department, 
| without amendment. 


The memorial of the New York Chamber of 


| Commerce, praying for the establishment of a 


branch mint in the city of New York; from the 


| further consideration of which the committee 


asked to be discharged. 
The committee was discharged accordingly. 
The petition of a number of looking-glass man- 
ufacturers, carvers, and gilders, and silverers of 


looking-glasses, praying for a remission of duties; 


from the further consideration of which the com- 
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mittee asked to be discharged. The committee 
were discharged. 

The memorial of John MecDowal, with an || 
adverse report. The report was ordered to be 
printed, || favorable terms. The proposition was not ob- | 








Also, several memorials of States and railroad 
companies, with regard to which the committee 
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ment, in their purchases of supplies for the use of 
| the Government, to articles of American manu- 
| facture. ‘To this there could be no sort of objec- 


tion, provided the articles could be purchased upon | 


jectionable itself, but there was another consider- 


ation which made it highly objectionable. It was || 


had instructed him to report a bill. }| in keeping with that system of humbugery which 


The bill enutled ‘An act for the relief of certain | 
States and railroad companies named therein” 
was read, and ordered to be read a second time. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back House bill for the relief of | 
Amos Proctor, and asked that the committee be | 


discharged from its further consideration, and that | 


the bill be referred to the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary. ‘The bill was referred accordingly. 
Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval | 


had always characterized the political party from 
which the proposition emanated. What had been 
|| the policy pursued by the Whig party? Had 
they been governed by the principles which they 


recommend to others? Not at all, Mr. H.com- | 


mented at great length upon the inconsistencies 
of the Whig party. 

Mr. TIBBATTS next obtained the floor against 
many competitors. 


Mr. WHITE insisted that he was entitled to 


Affairs, reported back the joint resolution author- |! the floor; and he argued his right on a point of 


izing Captain Jumes Lowe to assigna certain sec- 
tion of land, and an act authorizing the utility of 
submarine te lescopes to be tested, without amend- 
ment, and recommended their passage. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back House bill for the 
relief of Henry Newenhan, and recommended its 
passage. 

Also, from the Committee on Commerce, a bill | 
for the relief of John McColgan, without amend- 
ment, 


PEA PATCH ISLAND. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the bill for quiet- | 
ing the title of the United States to Pea Patch | 
island was taken up as in Committee of the Whole, 
and the amendment reported by the Committee on 
the Judiciary on its recommittal, substituting the 
name of Roger B. Taney for that of Horace Bin- | 
ney as referee, was adopted, 

The bili was then reported back to the Senate; 
the amendment was concurred in; and, on the 

uestion of engrossment, the yeas and nays, on 
demand of Mr. 'Tapran, were taken, and resulted 
—yeas 30, nays 6; as follows: 


YRA®—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 


Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Foster, Francis, Uenderson, Huntington, Jarnagin, John- 


| order. 


The CHAIRMAN explained, and declared the | 


| 

j 

| gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Tissarts] in 
| possession of the floor. : 

Mr. SCHENCK desired the gentleman from 
| Kentucky to yield him five minutes of his time 





from Indiana, | Mr. ce 
| Mr. TIBBATTS expressed his willingness to 


| yield, if he should not also yield his right to the | 


floor. 
|. The CHAIRMAN, after some conversation, 

decided that the gentleman from gentleman from 
Kentucky could not yield the floor to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, and retain his right to it at the 
close of that gentleman’s remarks. 

Mr. SCHENCK then observed that he should 

get some other opportunity to make his remarks; 
and he added: If I do not make the gentleman 
from Indiana sorry that he made that allusion, I 
am much mistaken. 

Mr. TIBBATTS then proceeded to address the 
| committee; and he commenced with the observa- 

tion that he should confine himself to a matter of 

business. He held an amendment, which he in- 
| tended to offer at the proper time; but he desired 
|| now to say something in explanation of it; and 


son, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Porter, Sevier, || that it might be understood, he asked that it 


Simmons, Sturgeon, Talimadge,White, Woodbridge, Wood- | 
bury, and Weright—0, 


NAY S—Mesers. Allon, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Ful- 
ton, and Tappan—6. | 
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed; and | 
was then read the third time, and passed. 


might be read from the Clerk’s table for informa- 


}| tiou. 
|| ‘The Clerk read it accordingly, as follows: 


Be it further enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States in Congress assembled, ‘l'hat | 


| the sum of $550,000 be, and the same are hereby, appro- 





EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

Mr. HENDERSON moved to postpone the pre- 
vious orders, with a view of taking up the House 
bill No. 355. 

The PRESIDENT said the bill had not yet 
been reported. ee) 
Mr. ATCHISON remarked that he concurred 
altogether in the remarks made yesterday by the | 
Senator from Maine as to the propriety of pro- 
ceeding regularly with the Calendar during the 
morning hours. But, if that rule was not to be | 
pursued, he should ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate in taking up the Senate joint resolution for the 
relief of Seth Leavenworth, which presented a 
claim gaite as meritorious as avy on the Calendar. | 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to go into execu- | 


tive session. 


On this motion the ayes were twenty-two—noes 
not counted—a thin attendance being in the Sen- 
ate, and an obvious majority of those present being 
in the affirmative. 

So the Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 
executive business; and, after some hours spent | 
therein, adjourned. 


| 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 5, 1844. | 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved | 
itselfinto the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Davis, of Indiana, in the | 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill | 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the ensuing fiscal 
year, 

Mr. HENLEY being entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the committee. ‘The question immediately 
before the committee was, he believed, upon the | 
proposition to confine the officers of the Govern- | 





| stock held by individuals in the Louisville and Portland 


| for the purpose of making the same free from toll, which 
the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to pur- 


| chase at the lowest price it can be had: Provided, 'That | 
| the whole cost of the purchase of the stock in the said | 


Dry-Dock Company shall not exceed the sum of $50,000: 
“Ind provided further, ‘That the stock in the said canal 
company shall not exceed $130 per share. 

Mr. WHITE inquired if that amendment was 

, now in order? 
The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not. 
Mr. WHITE then called upon the Chair not 
| to entertain debate on an amendment which was 
| decided to be out of order. : 

‘The CHAIRMAN did not feel authorized to 
stop the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Tis- 
BATTS,| after the latitude which had heretofore 

| been allowed in debate. 

Mr. WHITE. Just such a decision as I ex- 

| pected. 


|| Mr. TIBBATTS. At an early period of the | 
| session | introduced a bill having the same ob- | 


ject in view which is contemplated by the amend- 


| ment which [ now propose to be made to the bill 
|| under consideration. The bill I allude to was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce; but as yet | 


| has not received the action of that committee, 


owing to the delay necessary to obtain the in- | 


| formation to enable the committee to act under- 
| standingly upon the subject. The information 
| has at length, after much labor and difficulty, been 
| collected; and I am informed by the gentlemen 
| of the committee having the subject specially in 


| charge, that they can be at any time prepared to | 


| make their report; but as a separate bill would 
fall so far behind in the Calendar as to make the 
reaching of it, in its order, hopeless at the pres- 
ent session of Congress, I have thought it best to 
| propose the measure in the shape in which I have 
now submitted it to the committee. I do not in- 
tend to inflict a speech upon the committee; but 


to reply to some remarks made by the gentleman | 


| priated for the purpose of purchasing the residue of the | 


Canal Company, and the Louisville Dry-Dock Company, | 





-as this is a subject of the pratens importance to 
the entire western and southwestern country, a 
|, interesting to the commercial relations of = 
whole Union, I beg leave to detain the commit . 
for a short time, whilst I, in as brief a manne _ 
|| the nature of the case will admit, lay before the 
committee such facts as will enable gentlemen - 
| vote with a proper understanding of the import. 
| ance of the question. 
| It is a fact, no doubt known generally to the 
| gentlemen of the committee, that there CXists g 
| natural obstruction to the navigation of the Ohio 
river at Louisville, which is usually called the 
| falls of the Ohio. At this place, when there jg six 
| feet of water on the crest of the fall, the fall of the 
river, from the head to the foot of the falls, is 14 
|| feet, and at low water, or when the water js 3.4 
feet upon the crest of the falls, the fall in the 
river, from the head to the foot of the falls ig 
|| 25.45 feet. The distance from the head to the 
foot of the falls, or between the upper and lower 
| pools, is one mile and three quarters. It will be 
| apparent, then, from the greatness of the fall jn 
| the river, that there exists, at all times, a very 
serious impediment to the navigation of the river 
|| and that, for a large proportion of the year, there 
| is a total obstruction to the navigation, both 
|| asscending and descending. 
‘| In order to avoid the difficulties thus existin 
|| to the commerce of the western country, the Le- 
|| gislature of Kentucky, by an act of the 12th Jan. 
|| uary, 1825, granted a perpetual charter of incor. 
|| poration to a company called the * Louisville and 
|| Portland Canal Company,”’ for the purpose of 
|| constructing a canal navigation around the falls 
|| of the Ohio river, within the State of Kentuck . 
with a capital stock of $600,000, divided into six 
thousand shares of the par value of $100 each; 
limiting the time of completing the canal to the 
12th of January, 1828, which was afterwards ex- 
| tended to the 6th February, 1831. This act of 
| incorporation authorized the me to levy 
| rates of toll ** for steamboats, sea-vesse 8, barges, 
or keel-boats, twenty cents per ton, United States 
measurement; for each flat-boat, four dollars; for 
| each raft of timber, plank, or other lumber, four 
|| dollars for every sixty feet in length, not exceed- 
|| ing twenty feet in width;’’ and to * fix and es- 
| tablish such sums as they may deem advisable 
for the use of the docks, basins, and other append- 
ages to the said canal;’’ and providing that the 
tolls may be raised so as to net twelve and a half 
per cent. on the stock; but that it shall not ex- 
| ceed eighteen per cent. By an act of the Legis- 
lature of Kentucky, of the 2Ist December, 1829, 
| the canal company was authorized to issue one 
thousand additional shares, of the par value of 
$100 each—thus making the capital stock $700,000, 
|| divided into seven thousand shares, of the par 
|| value of $100 each. By virtue of these acts to 
which I have referred, the canal was completed; 
and the first boat passed through it on the 22d 
December, 1830. In the mean time, however, the 
stockholders had drawn no dividends, and the 
construction of the canal had cost more than the 
investment, and the company, having met with 
great difficulties and embarrassments :n the con- 
struction of the work, was involved in debt. The 
Legislature of Kentucky, therefore, for the pur- 
pose of relieving the company from the pecuniary 
embarrassments under which it was laboring, on 
the 12th December, 1831, passed an act which 
authorized the company again to extend the 
stock, and to sell additional shares to an amount 
sufficient to pay all the costs of the construction 
of the canal, and the interest thereon to the time 
it was opened for navigation. By virtue of the 
|| provisions of this last act, the company issued 
|| three thousand additional shares, of the par value 
|| of $100 each. From which it appears that the 
|| whole amount of the capital stock of the canal 
|| company consists of $1,000,000, divided into ten 
| thousand shares of the par value of $100 each, 
which were issued as follows: 


i} 
\ 








Shares. 
|| Original subscription.........-ssseeeeeeseeseeeeees 6,000 
|| Under the act of the Kentucky Legislature of the 2lst 
December, 1GBD.. woes cosy cccvcsccccesccccvccesce oF 
Under the act of the 12th December, 1831, issued at 

| Various UMeS....0.sccscecscecescesccscscscesces 3/000 





—_— 


| EN SME 
Of the original stock, the Government of the 
United States, about the 4th June, 1825, sub- 


1844. 
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“ibed for one thousand shares, for which | 
400,000 was paid. By authority of an act of the 
ij of March, 1829, the Government purchased | 
1 thousand three hundred and thirty-five addi- 
jonal shares at the sum of $133,500, making the | 
ghole cash investment of the Government in the 
anal company, $233,500. In addition: to this, 
the Government, under the act of the Kentucky || 
Legislature of the 12th December, 1831, received | 

| 





of 





ig stock, for interest on its investment, $33,350; | 
sod for her proportion of dividends, in stock, 
98.350; making altogether $56,700, or what was 
considered its equivalent, five hundred and sixty- | 
sven shares of stock. The United States, there- 
fore, own two thousand nine hundred and two | 
shares of the capital stock of the canal company || 
ofthe par value of $290,200, at a cost to the Gov- 





} 

| 
enment of only $233,500. And the canal com- 
pany has paid into the Treasury of the United 
Stes in cash, as dividends, declared at various 
imes from the 6th January, 1834, to the Ist Jan- || 
wry, 1843, the sum of $297,778, as follows: 
January 6, 1834.....0cecceereeseeees eceeccees eee 14,010 
SAT sisLvsccsese ces bihndettisesseveiasent® Se 
Rete Be ME cdesccscosceccccsccressesccsccces O708 
Ee a nnasnaeceines Te aera 11,608 
SE oxo ak vegas ohersncohtan<qaeceraeds 11,608 
Joly 15, LBFB. nce cserccccccvevcccrccccvececcccces 11,608 |} 
January 2, 1837........ deel aie lab adie Baaeawes --» 11,608 | 
eT desley aneenenanenday ban Bish iN 17,412 || 
January 1, 1838... cece cneeee Oe ecerdeeececes ese 20,314 || 
TE oe itn n oo 0t sku lisneseeeaenene 17,412 || 
RUIN icc cistihens avenss cava vesdavises 14,510 | 
Ce ik sins ann aleda Wiles 26,118 || 
January 6, 1840..... Sabi RR AIO Ne ones bh Cbbemakees . 23,216 || 
ae a onda anetssasn tp sand de nidbekesd? 14,510 || 
DME Be BOER 0000 600s cieecocecsecccvesesesevess 20,314 1 
MUMS E VR Tb sh dsbihscccccadbsckaveessedeee 11,608 || 
ee S| ee ee ee osavsiesenene 14,510 |} 


MARINE TS CUS Oli ov bse cvesivcresesess oo 6 $257,778 


that the Government has not only received back | 
in actual money paid into the ‘Treasury of the 
United States the $233,500 invested in the Louis- 
ville and Portland canal, but $24,278 over and | 
above that amount, and is the owner of two thou- | 
sand nine hundred and two shares of stock, which 
isworth $290,200, estimated atits par value only; 
but which I will presently show is worth about 
ove hundred and forty-eight dollars per share. 
But taking for the present the par value of the | 
stock as our criterion, I have thus shown thatthe 
Government, instead of losing by the investment | 
made in the Louisville and Portland Canal Com- | 
pany—as has been the case, I believe, in every 
other investment for internal improvements—has | 
not only had every dollar of the investment re- 
turned, but is the gainer $314,478; and thus, in- 
sead of giving the sum of $233,500 to facilitate 
and improve and remove obstructions to the com- 
merce of the western country, the Government 
has, in fact, imposed a tax upon that commerce, 
and collected and received from it into the Treas- 
ury,in cash and in valuable stock, $314,478. This 
case is the only instance, if I am not mistaken— 
and I believe Tas not—if I am, gentlemen will 


ss before stated; by which it will be apparent 
| 





correct me—this, I say, is the only instance in 
which the Government of the United States has 
received back anything from its investments in 
internal improvements—much less not only every 
dollaritinvested, but more than double the amount. 
I beg gentlemen to bear these facts in mind, until 
Icome to make an application of them after a while 
to the proposition Fin submitted as an amend- 
ment to the bill. At present I wish to explain 
one or two other circumstances which have a bear- 
ing upon the proposition. The Legislature of | 
the State of Kentucky, by an act approved the | 
2ist January, 1842, provided that the president 
aid directors may sell the individual stock to the | 
United States, to Kentucky, or to the city of 
Louisville, for the purpose of eventually making | 
the canal free of tolls; or, to effect the same object, | 
may appropriate the net income, instead of making | 
dividends to the purchase of individual stock, ata 
maximum of $150, and six per cent. added there- 
to, until the whole individual stock is purchased ; 
when it is to be transferred to the United States, | 
on condition of the Government levying toll only | 
‘oan amount sufficient to keep it in repair, pay | 
expenses, and make necessary improvements. | 
Under the authority of this act, the presidentand | 
directors purchased or liquidated four hundred | 
and seventy-one shares in 1842; and five hundred 





thousand and fifteen shares; so that the stock of | 
the canal company now stands as follows: 





Whole amount of stock, in shares............ 10,000 || 
Owned by the United States .............2065 2,902 | 
Liquidated under act of the Legislature of Ken- | 
tucky, of 1649... 0+. i ey eer 1,015 | 
— 3,917 | 


Leaving in the hands of individual stockhold- se 
OMBiccccccces coves PGERd RHEUEN bees ceny ined De 6,083 


which I propose to purchase with the appropria- | 
tion asked for in the amendment I have presented. | 


| As five hundred and forty-four shares were liqui- 


dated in 1843, under the act of Kenucky, of 1842, 


| | presume that more than five hundred and eighty- 


three shares will be liquidated the present year; 
and I will assume, therefore, that number as the 


| basis of the calculations which I am about to 


make: this would leave five thousand five hundred | 


shares in the hands of individual stockholders to | 


be purchased, which, at par, would cost $550,000; 
but it is supposed that the stock cannot be pur- 


chased at that price, it being actually worth, asa | 
stock investment, to the individual holders, about ||§ ——————— 


one hundred and forty-eight dollars per share, as 
I will now show. By the act of Kentucky of 1842 
it has been converted into a stock, worth, on the 


Ist of January, 1845, $168; 1846, $177—at the 
| rate of six per centum per annum, and so on In- || 


creasing in value every year, compound interest. 


| If an individual held twelve shares of this stock, |, 
one of them to be redeemed or liquidated each | 
year for twelve years, the sums received by him, || 


and the interest on them, would amount to 


$3,564 56. If, on the other hand, he were to sell || 


those shares now at $148 each, it would amount 
to $1,776—the compound interest on which for 
twelve years would be $1,788 56—making the 
whole, principal and interest, $3,564 56. 

But, owing to the fact that, by the act of 1842, 
the stock in the canal company has ceased to be 
a permanent investment, which could be perpetu- 


ally made to yield from twelve and a half toeigh- | 


teen percent. per annum, as was provided by the 
original charter, and is now reduced to a tempo- 
rary investment at six per cent.; and that the 
tolls are considered a heavy buden upon the com- 
merce of the western country, and the canal com- 
pany are daily becoming unpopular with a very 
numerous and respectable class of our citizens 
engaged in navigating the river; and asthe present 


capacity of the canal is not sufficient for the pres- | 


ent advanced state of the commerce of the river, 
and the kind of boats now used as best adapted 


| to that commerce; and as the people are loudly 


calling out for a free and improved navigation, 
either by the purchase and enlargement of this 
canal, or by improvement of the falls itself, or by 
the erection of a canal on the Indiana side, and 
for other reasons—I am under the impression that 
the stockholders ought to take considerably less 
for their stock, and that, in view of all these 


fixed, the maximum value at which the stock 
should be purchased at $130 per share. It may 
be possible it could be got for less; but, in view 
of the great advantages to result to the commerce 
of the country, and the heavy burdens it would 
remove from the shoulders of the people, the 
Government ought not to stand on the compara- 
tively trifling amount which any difference be- 
tween $100 and $130 per share would amount to. 
At $130 per share, then, the five thousand five 
hundred shares would amount to the sum of 
$715,000; and at par, to $555,000. 


The tolls upon this canal operate as an onerous | 


and most severe tax upon the commerce of the 


West and Southwest, and of course upon the East. | 
It is true that there did exist a natural obstruc- || 


tion of the navigation of the Ohio river, which 
was yon pd removed by the construction of this 
canal, and the country was, to that extent, bene- 
fited by it. But we are apt, in the progressive 
improvement and growth of the western country, 
and in the vast increase of its inhabitants and com- 
merce, to consider, and properly to consider, not 
so much what evils have existed, and what diffi- 
culties have been encountered and overcome, but 
what now exist, which we have to.contend with 


xed they would take less. I have therefore || 
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den now existing there to our commerce; we feel 

that this burden must be removed. This is a 
matter considered aa settled; the only question 
with us is, how is it best to be done? 

As to the extent of this burden upon our com- 
merce, I beg leave to submita few facts to the con- 
sideration of the committee. By a table which I 
now have before me, which accompanies a letter 
of the president of the canal company, dated 24th 
January, 1844, in answer to certain interrogato- 
ries propounded to him by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in consequence of a series of resolu- 
tions, which I submitted to the House at an early 
period of the session, it appears that from 1831 to 
1843, inclusive, there have passed through the 
canal 13,756 steamboats, 4,701 flat and keel-boats, 
of 2,245,567 tons burden, at a cost of tolls paid by 
the navigator to the canal company amounting to 
|) $1,227,625 20. 


| Abstract of the boats that have passed, and tolls received, on 


| the Louisville and Portland canal. 







































>... | Steam-| Flatand . Amount 

1 Years. | boats. |keel boats.’ Tons. received. 
| 1831...... | 406} 421 | 78,923] $19,750 77 
t= 453} 179 | 70,109 | "25,756 12 
a | 875 | 710 169,885 | 60,736 02 
1] 1834...... | g3a} 623 162,000 | «61,848 17 
3895.50.00 | 1,256 | 355 200,413 | * 80,165 24 
1836...... | 1,182] 260 182,220 |. 88,343 23 
ss | 1 501| 165 942,374 | 145,424 69 
1838...... } 1,058 | 438 201,750 | 121,107 16 
ia... >. | 1.666] 578 300,406 | 180,364 01 
1840...... | 1931} 392 994,841 | 134.904 55 
¢: ae 1,031 | 309 189,907 113,944 59 
| 1842...... 983} 183 | 95,005 10 
1843...... | 1,206 | 88 | 107,274 65 
i] ee ing gaat net ee eee — 
| | 13,756 | 4,701 | 2,425,567 | $1,227,625 20 





} 
| 
| 


Of this sum, as I have already shown, $258,378 
| has gone into the Treasury of the United States; 
and thus, whilst other portions of the country are 
|| receiving the fostering care of the Government by 
|| the lavish expenditure of large sums of money, 
|| (of which I do not complain, for the representa- 
| tion from Kentucky, of all parties, has always 
been openhanded in the appropriation of money 

for the benefit of all sections of the country, 
|| though but a very insignificant amount of the pub- 
|| lic treasure has ever been expended in that State,) 
the commerce of the West, in one of its most im- 
|| portant channels, is enormously taxed by heavy 
|| and burdensome impositions, a great part of which 
|| goes into the national Treasury~ This is a tax 
| upon the agricultural products of the West and 
|| South, and the manufactured goods of the East, 
|| ultimately paid by the consumers, and upon trav- 
|| elers from all parts of the country; so that the 
| measure which | propose is not simply one of local 
|| interest, but of a national character, and of inter- 
|| est to the whole Union. The South and the East 
are taxed upon our productions, and we upon 
| theirs. If these tolls were removed, the cost of 
| transportation would be proportionably dimin- 
| ished. ‘The tolls of this canal from 183] to 1843, 
inclusive, have been an average annual tax upon 
our commerce of $94,432. , 

When we come to look upon the tax which is 
|| imposed annually upon steamboats plying between 
| Cincinnati and St. Louis, and Louisville and St. 
| 





| 
| 
i} 
| 





Louis; and between Louisville and New Orleans, 
|| and Cincinnati and New Orleans, it would seem 
|| to me that the committee would not hesitate a 
|, moment to remove this tax upon the enterprise of 
that numerous and respectable class of our citizens 
|| who are engaged in that navigation. : 
|| Isaiah Wing, the surveyor of the port of Cin- 
| cinnati, states a real case as taken from the books 
| of a boat running between Cincinnati and St. 
|| Louis. This boat is one of one hundred and 
| fifty tons burden, which passes through the canal 
|| five times per month for eight months in the year; 
| the balance of the time not so often; for each 
| time she passes the canal she pays ninety-five 
| dollarstoll. He says she may be set down within 
|| bounds as paying $4,000 per annum in tolls; that 
|| her original cost was $13,000, so that her tolls in 
|| five years (the average time a boat will last) would 


ae 


and surmount. Such is the nature of man, and || amount to $20,000—being $7,000 more than the 
more particularly in the West, where our march || whole original cost of the boat. 

is onward, not to look back, but forward; not to || Oliver Harris, surveyor of the port of St. 
direct the attention to the past, but to present and |; Louis, estimates that the Valley Forge, for a pe- 
existing evils, and to evils anticipated in future || riod of four months, taken from her books during 


and forty-four shares in 1843; making in all one || which must be overcome. We find a heavy bur- || the most prosperous business season she experi- 
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enced, paid in toll to the canal company eighteen | ure for the purpose of removing these difficulties, } It will be perceived, from the ame 


per cent. compared with her profits. He esti- 
mates that the boats in the Ohio and St. Louis 
trade alone paid in toll to the canal $33,500 in the 
year 1843. Mr. Harris further estimates thata 
regular trader in this trade, of one hundred and 
sixty tons, costing eighty dollars per ton, or 
$12,000, running eight months in the year, and 
making twenty-four trips, and passing through 
the canal sixteen times, would annually pay 


$1,280, and in five years $6,400, equal to one half 


the cost of the boat; and the cost of her running 
being estimated at $16,960 for the eight months, 
the toll would amount to seven and two thirds 
per cent, on ber whole running expenses. 
According, also, to the reportof Mr. Wing, one 
of the largest class of steam vessels trading be- 
tween Cincinnati and New Orleans, makes, on an 
average, eight voyages per annum; that her tolls 
will amount to $300 each voyage, or $2,400 per 


annum; that her expenses, exclusive of tolls, per | 


voyage, would be $5,300; so that exceeding one 


twelfth part of the expense of running this class | 
of boats in that trade is consumed in tolls paid at 


this canal. 
A statement of Mr. Porter, surveyor of the port 


of Louisville, taken from the books of the steamer 
Nautilus, of one hundred and eighty-nine tons, | 


an average* boat, costing $22,500, which was en- 
gaged regularly in the trade between Louisville 
and New Orleans from August, 1830, to October, 
1543, shows that she made an average of ten trips 


per annum, paying $94 50 toll each trip, amount. | 


ing to $945 toll perannum, her profit being $8,200; | 


making her toll compared with her profit, 945.8200, 


or about one eighth; from which it would appear | 
that the amount of tolls paid by a regular trader | 


of that class from Louisville to New Orleans and 
St. Louis would be, during her fitness for service, 
(say four years, ) $3,780, about one quarter of her 


original cost, and about one twenty-fifth of her | 


whole expenses, estimated to be $96,000. 

In addition to these estimates, I will call the 
attention of ¢ie committee to the following state- 
ment, made by the president of the canal com- 
pany. He says: 

“ Steamboats trading from Cincinnati to New Orleans 
will average one trip in twenty-four days for eight months 
in each year—equal to ten trips per annum; or twenty times 
that they may have to pass through the canal, or over the 
falis. This is atuil average, Of the twenty passages, ten 


may be considered as passing over the falls, and ten through | 


the locks of the canal, per annum. ‘Therefore, a steam- 
boat of two hundred and fifty tons ten miles through the 
locks, at fifty centa per ton, will pay in tolls annually, 
$1,250. And a boat of three hundred tons, at the same 
rate, will pay annually, $1,500. Steamboats from Pittsburg 
and Cincinnati to and from St. Louis, averaging one hun- 
dred and filly tons, may pass through the canal twelve times 
in a year; and at the same rate will pay $900. Andaboat 
of two hundred tons, making twenty trips, will, at Uie same 
rate, pay $1,000. 

“The above estimate is based on the presumption of 
great regularity in the commerce, which is often anything 
butreguiar. Some boats may happen to arrive at the falls, 
on every trip, in the spring months, when they will find 
sufficient water to permit them to pass over; and it would, 
therefore, cause the estimate to fall short. On the other 
hand, other boats may arrive and depart from the falls 


every trip in the season, just between the spring rises, or | 


treshets, and thus exceed the above estimate. 


*“ An estimate of the cost of steamboats navigating the | 


Ohio river may be computed at $80 per ton, complete, 
with hull, machinery, cabin furniture, equipment, provis- 
ions, &c., when fitted for a voyage.” 


per ton. 


Tonnage. | 


Cost at S20 
Average toll} 
for 4 years. 





Steamboats of one hundred tons | 
will last four years—average..) $8,000 $500 
Steamboats of one hundred and 
fifty tons will last four years 


| $2,000 


—eVOTORR. oda 000s cvnnsepees 12,000 | 750 | 3,000 
Steamboats of two hundred \ 

tons will last four years— 

BOOTED, o0c cc cccccescssvccs) 26808 F FAO 4,000 
Steamboats of two hundred and | a 

filty tons will last four years i 

—RVETRRC. oc cccccccecs nasece 20,000 | 1,950; 5,000 
Steamboats of three hundred | | 

tons will jast four years—| 

BPRIAZC. .000cs cvccnsccocwens 24,000 } 


1,500 


From these facts, the committee will be able to 
form some estimate of the difficulties, embarrass- 
ments, obstructions, and burdens which existupon 
our commerce and the commercial enterprise of 
our citizens, ‘Whilst | am proposing this meas- 


6,000 || 
we || it would sacrifice the chartered rights of the existing canal 





r $355,298, (a) ...... | $1,260,348 











it is proper and just that I should say to the com- 
mittee that there are seven other plans suggested 
for removing the obstructions at the falls, upon 
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| poses to purchase the stock in the 


none of which I will make any particular com- | 


ments, contenting myself with calling the atten- | 


tionof the committee to a tabular statement which 
accompanies the report of Captain T. J. Cram, 


(Senate Document No. 243, first session, Twenty- || 


Eighth Congress,) which succinctly states the 
costs of the different projects for an improved 
steamboat navigation at the falls of the Ohio, with 
the cost of each project, and their relative cost, 
accompanied by remarks upon the merits and 
demerits of each project: 

‘able exhibiting comparative cost of eight projects for im- 

proving the steamboat navigation at the falls of the Ohio. 


| 
| 





project for an im- 
proved steambvuat 
| navigation at the 
| falls of the Ohio. 


which each project | 


is discussed. 


Designation of the | 
| 
| 
| 


Relative costs; that || 
of the existing ca- 


nal being the unit 


Cost of each project. 
of comparison. 


Head of report under | 





Existing ca | Purchasing six thou- | 
nal. sand one hundred | 
i and fifty-one shares | 
of stock, at $140) 


| 
per share; also, the | 
| 








dry dock at $50,000 | 
and improving the | 
eanal to amount of | 


1.000 
Sed of the | First method.—Only} 
tails. a descending navi- 

| gatiou—pilots’ 

| method, (d)....... 

| Second method.—Ca- | 

| nalC D, extending | 
from head of mid-| 
dle chute to foot: 
of Kentucky chute, 


526,695 | 0.416 





with locks, &c.,(c) 
| Third method.—Ca- 
| nal E F, near tndi- 


1,351,777 
| 
| ana side, to head 


1,067 


of Bid eddy, with) 
locks, and sluice 8, | 
through Goose Isl- | 
and, (d) sccrcesece ; 3,006,233 | 
‘ourth method.-Dam ce 
| G H, locks, and} i 
sluice 8, (e)...... | 664,767 | 
Route No. 1.—New j 
eanal on Indiana} \ 
side, from Jeffer-| | 
sonville to just be-| | 
' 


~ 


Canalon tn 
diana side. 


low the Point of} 
| Rocks, to be fed} 
| from the upper pool | 
| of the Ohio, (7/)... 1,405,146 1.109 
| Route No. 2.—New . 
} canal on Indiana! 
side, from Jeffer- | | 
|} sonville to the| 
| mouth of Falling} 
run, to be fed from 
upper pool, (g)....|° 2,973,642 | 
Canal ona high level | 
on Route No.1.-To} | 
be fed bya naviga-! | 


| ble feeder from Co-|! 
| jumbus, indinna,to} 
| Jeffersonvitle, 80} 
| miles long, (A).... 


7,476,603 | 5.904 





Remarks upon the merits and demerits of each project: 


(a) This project includes the dry-dock, which is not in- 
cluded in any other project. It would not sacrifice the 
chartered rights of individuals; it weuld secure as good a 
navigation as would be required; the works would be as 
little liable to mud deposits as any other that can be con- 
structed, and less liable than most of the other projects ; it 
would afford an ascending as well as descending navigation 
at all times when boats could not pass over the falls; it 
would also cost less than any other project of equal advant- 
ages, by $88,703. _. 


(6) This project would only secure a descending naviga- 
tion, and that but a very indifferent one, requiring a con- 
tinuance of the system of pilotage. It would be equivalent 
to appropriating halfa million to the advantage of the falls 
pilots, and taking a Jarge portion of the profits of the present 
canai company, without any advantage to commerce. 
There would be an increased expense yearly to keep up 
this project; and if constructed, in all probability would be 
ubandoned in a few years, 


(c) At first view, it would seem that this is a good project. 
Its cost is more, by $135,339, than that of the existing canal ; 


company; it would be liable, at every rise, to immense 
deposits at the lower locks, and also to be choked with 
dritt-wood ; its cost, for repairs and custody, would be very 
great; it would have a very difficult entrance at the upper 
extremity, and be difficult of access from the shore, All 
these objections could not be obviated, without adding to 
its cost the sum of $250,000, which would make its total 








| 
} 
| 
| 


| ject is to make the navigation, both ascendj 


| taxes have been collected b 
| internal improvement—which, when deducted 
| from the $550,000, will leave but $291,229 as the 


June 5, 


nd . 
1 have offered, that I prefer that plan which 


Louisville 
Portland canal. Such is the fact; and al 


believe to be the preferable mode, after a full and 


| impartial examination of the matter; for ] hay 
/no local or sectional feeling upon the m I 


. ; | : Atte 
which would tend to bias my mind in favor of e. 


against any particular mode proposed. My ob. 
. ° - 
descending, free from obstruction, and omen 
merce free from tolls and burdens, by the most 
economical and the most feasible plan; and be. 


_lieving that none of the plans suggested for the 
improvement of the bed of the river can answer 
the object proposed, if the stockholders jn the 


canal company will not take a fair and reasonable 


| price for their stock, I will very cheerfully sup- 
| port an appropriation for the construction of g 


canal on the Indiana side of the river. 
It will be seen, from the facts which I haye 


_ Stated, that though the appropriation now asked 
| is nominally $550,000, yet it is, in fact, much less 


than that sum. We ask the Government to 
restore to us the $258,778, which she has col. 
lected by a tax imposed upon our commerce—the 
only instance I believe in the country, in which 


appropriations to 


sum actually asked by this amendment to be a 
propriated to the benefit of this great commercial 


| interest, and the free navigation of the Ohioriver, 


Mr. 'TTHOMASSON followed in some remarks 
on the same subject, in which he was interrupted 
by the arrival of the hour at which debate wasto 
terminate. 

The hour fixed for the termination of the debate 
having arrived, the committee proceeded to vote 
upon the amendments. 

The amendment of Mr. Brack, of Georgia, to 
the amendment of Mr. Potiock, was adopted; 
and on the original amendment, as amended, a 
division was called, and the vote, taken by tell- 


| ers, was—ayes 76, noes 37. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to amend the 


| appropriation of $2,500 for the purchase of books 


for the library, by substituting the sum of $5,000; 
which amendment, on a division, was agreed to— 
ayes 62, noes 54. 

Mr. PRATT moved to amend by inserting the 
following: 


For annual repairs of the Capitol, attending furnaces and 
water-closets, lamp-lighting, oil, laborers on the Capitol 





| grounds, tools, keeping iron pipes and wooden fences in 


cost $1,601,777—greater than the existing canal project by 
$385,339. 

(d) This would be submerged at all times, except at ex- 
treme low water; there would be times when the gates 
could not be opened, when the work would be required for 
the passage of boats; great inconvenience from drift-wood; 
works very difficult of access from the shore ; much deten- 
sion of boats at upper extremity of sluice ; upper end of the 
canal difficult to enter; it never could be made as good for 
the navigation as the existing canal ; its cost of repairs and 
custody would be far greater. 


(e) Objectionable in every point of view, except in cost. 
It would, in all probability, seriously injure, if not destroy 
the present harbor of Louisville; its cost of repairs and 
custody would be much more than the existing canal pro- 
ject, and there would be times when it would operate as 8 
positive obstruction to the good natural navigation over the 
falls. 


(f) This is a good project, so faras the interests of com- 
merce are concerned; but the canal would be one mile 
longer, and no better than the existing one on the Kentucky 
side. It would be more liable to deposits at the locks; it 
would cost more, by $188,708, than the project for purchas- 
ing and improving the existing canal. Besides this, a de- 
struction of the chartered rights of individuals, to the 
amount of six thousand one hundred and fifty-one shares 
of stock, valued at $861,140. A new canal, it is true, 
would increase the value of private proven? on the Indiana 
side, perhaps to an equai amount; but the general interest 
would be no better off than by the project of the existing 
canal. 


(zg) The only advantages of this route are, a better 
and egress at the locks, and an avoidance of the “ Albany 
bar,” and the rocky place No. 7, plat A. But these advant- 
ages ure far more than counterbalanced by the disadvant- 
ages ; and when we take into account the very great ¢- 
pense of constructions and subsequent cost of repairs and 
custody, and time of passing through it, the mind rejects 
the project. 

(hk) This would be more for the advantage of the interior 
of Indiana than for the general commerce ; and it is notte 
be supposed that the United States will undertake it. The 
development of the project, however, may be of use to the 
State of Indiana, in exhibiting the cost of what 
an advantageous work for the State. 
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